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Reforma to the basic oducation syatem of the Philippines have resulted
into the introduction of the K to 12 program, n much needed developrient
since the Philippines hags been the lnst country in Asia with a 10-year pre-
university cycle, Globally, the accepted span of basic education is 12 years,
and it is recognized ng the standard for students and profeassionals.

With the lengthening of basic education, there is a need for higher
education institutions to respond with the same enthusiasm in reforming
their respective course offerings and programs. The Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) approved the New General Education (GE) Program,
which aims to restructure the old GE program in higher education
institutions to respond to the challenges of the times. It is geared toward the
holistic development of the person in overlapping realms of the individual,
the Filipino community, and the global community.

It is in these realities that the General Education course Readings in
Philippine History is situated, with the course description “Philippine history
viewed from the lens of selected primary sources in different periods, analysis,
and interpretations.” The focus of the course is to develop historiographical
skills connected to context and content analysis, applying both analytical
strategies in themes and topics across the Philippine past. Primary sources
will be the ultimate bridge between the past and the present, allowing spaces
for students to simply not parrot facts about the past but to gain knowledge
that can be used in proposing solutions to the problems of today.

The use of primary sources in studying about the past connects the
history learner to the text producers themselves, allowing for a richer
experience of understanding and appreciation. However, the use of primary
sources for those who lack the sufficient training and knowledge could also
be disastrous, and may be a source of misunderstanding and alienation to
the events of the past. This book is crafted to provide a strategy on how to
study Philippine history through primary sources, in hopes that the teacher
and the student would have the best opportunity to learn and study about
the past while taking great care in watching the steps they take in their
attempt to utilize primary sources in history.
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Organization of the Book

ER G

This book 18 divided into five chapteva:

Chapter 1 - Introduction o History: Definition,  laanes, Soures
Methodologyisa genaralaplu-maulut‘hiuhw‘\- :mnillm%tnlhmumlﬂﬁq“ﬂr“n g -
This chapter aims to introduce the atudenta to history na a "h"'";"“l'nﬁli-ﬁ' q
el flald

Bt

as well as discuss the histoariographical met hod of the evaluation of P
Aty

SOUICes.

Chapter 2 - Content and Contextual Analysis of Selevted Primary Soupesy in

Philippine History talks about the two methoda of analysin mentioned ;as i
applies to historical research, nging primary sonrees from neross the perjods |
of Philippine history as exemplarva af analyaes, |

Chapter 3 - Philippine History: Spaces for Conflict and Controversies
attempts to dissect the issues surrounding hiatorieal interprotation=how
a single record of the past can be interproted in multiple ways and the |

challenges it poses to the students af history, 1

Chapter 4 - Socicl, Political, Economic, and Cultural Issues in Philippine

History is centered on the attempt to understand current issues and concerns |
using the lens of history, in recognition of the faet that the problems of
society today could well be addressed by looking at the roots of the problems.
This chapter discusses the mandatory topics on the Philippine Constitution,
agrarian reform, and taxation.

TN

RPERE IV

Chapter 5 - Doing History: A Guide for Students is an attempt by the authors
to guide the students in the histarical research methods they will have to
undergo in the process of completing the course. This chapter recognizes |
the realities of the present generation and aims to use these realities to the-;
advantage of the students in the process of learning history by doing history: |
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Note to Teachers -

. For the teachers, remember that Philippine history is not set in stone;
and only in continuous learning and updating historical knowledge can we
make ourselves aware that the trends in knowledge of Philippine history 18
regularly changing. It is your responsibility to keep track of the discourse of
the Philippine past and keep yourself knowledgeable to be able to provide
your students with the best instruction and assistance in understanding our
nation’s narrative,

Note to Students

For the students, it is high time you do away with the misconception
that history is a boring field of study. You may have been victims of the
stereotypes appropriated to history as it has been taught in the classroom
for centuries. Realize that by studying history, we situate ourselves in the
story of the nation, a necessary endeavor to be able to know more about our
identity and find out how we can help solve the problems of today and move
forward to the future.




Introduction to History:
Definition, Issues, Sourc
and Methodology

es,

Learning Objectives:

e To understand the meanin
and to be familiar with the un
dology of the discipline.

the knowledge in historical methodology and philosophy

sting historical narratives.

g of history as an academic discipline
derlying philosophy and metho-

e To apply
in assessing and analyzing exi

To examine and assess critically the value of historical evidences

and sources.
e To appreciate the importance of history in the social and national

life of the Philippines.

This chapter introduces history as a discipline and as a narrative. It
presents the definition of the history, which transcends the common definition
of history as the study of the past. This chapter also discusses several issues
in h'istory that consequently opens up for the theoretical aspects of the
c'h.sclpline. The distinction between primary and secondary sources is al
dl'ﬂcussed in relation to the historical subject matter being studied and tljﬂ
historical methodology employed by the historian. Ultimately, this ch e
also tackles the task of the historian as the arbiter of facts arii 13 : apt:ar
making his interpretation and forming historical narrative i 1




Definition and Subject Matter

e
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~ History has always been known na the study of the Phst.
general education often dread the subject for ita notoriety iy, Y,
to memorize dates, places, names, and eventa from diatant o 'I‘IIB tl
appreciation of the discipline may be rooted from the shallow Widoratyg:
of history's relovance to their lives and to their vespective contoxty ‘;:f“.
the popular definition of history as the study of the past is not Wrong ; it dl:::“
: )

ﬁt\\d@m

Sof
g,

My

1 not give justice to the complexity of the subject and its importyy
" civilization.

History was derived from the Greek word Ahistoria which Means
18

"knowledge acquired through inquiry orv investigation," History a8 g
discipline existed for around 2,400 years and is as old as mathematies gy, d
philosophy. This term was then adapted to classical Latin where it NCqQUired g
new definition. Historia became known as the account of the past of Person
or of a group of people through written documents and historieal evidenceg,
That meaning stuck until the early parts of the twentioth century, History
became an important academic discipline. It became the historian's duty to
write about the lives of important individuals like monarchs, heroes, saints,
and nobilities. History was also focused on writing about wars, revolutions,
and other important breakthroughs. It is thus important to ask: What counts

as history? Traditional historians lived with the mantra of “no document,

A no history.” It means that unless a written document can prove a certain
i historical event, then it cannot be considered as a historical fuct.

But as any other academic disciplines, history progressed and opened
up to the possibility of valid historical sources, which were not limited
to written documents, like government records, chroniclers’ accounts,
or personal letters. Giving premium to written documents essentially
invalidates the history of other civilizations that do not keep written
records. Some were keener on passing their history by word of mouth.
Others got their historical documents burned or destroyed in the events ol
war or colonization. Restricting historical evidence as exclusively writte?
is also discrimination against other social classes who were not recorded’?
paper. Nobilities, monarchs, the elite, and even the middle class would ha%t
their birth, education, marriage, and death as matters of government 8
historical record. But what of peasant families or indigenous groups v

Readings in Philippine History
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" One of the problems confronted by history is the accusation that the
history is always written by victors. This connotes that the narrative of the
past is always written from the bias of the powerful and the more dominant
player. For instance, the history of the Second World War in'the Philippines
always depicts the United States as the hero and the Imperial Japanese
Army as the oppressors. Filipinos who collaborated with the Japanese were
lumped in the category of traitors or collaborators. However, a more thorough
historical investigation will reveal a more nuanced account of the history of
that period instead of a simplified narrative as a story of hero versus villain.

History and the Historian

If history is written with agenda or is heavily influenced by the historian,
is it possible to come up with an absolute historical truth? Is history an
objective discipline? If it is not, is it still worthwhile to study history? These
questions have haunted historians for many generations. Indeed, an exact
and accurate account of the past is impossible for the very simple reason
that we cannot go back to the past. We cannot access the past directly as
our subject matter. Historians only get to access representation of the past
through historical sources and evidences.

Therefore, it is the historian’s job not just to seek historical evidences and
facts but also to interpret these facts. “Facts cannot speak for themselves.”
It is the job of the historian to give meaning to these facts and organize
them into a timeline, establish causes, and write history. Meanwhile, the
historian is not a blank paper who mechanically interprets and analyzes
present historical fact. He is a person of his own who is influenced by his own
context, environment, ideology, education, and influences, among others. In
that sense, his interpretation of the historical fact is affected by his context
and circumstances. His subjectivity will inevitably influence the process of
his historical research: the methodology that he will use, the facts that he
shall select and deem relevant, his interpretation, and even the form of his
writings. Thus, in one way or another, history is always subjective. If that
is g0, can history still be considered as an academic and scientific inquiry?

Historical research requires rigor. Despite the fact that historians
cannot ascertain absolute objectivity, the study of history remains scientific
because of the rigor of research and methodology that historians employ.
Historical methodology comprises certain techniques and rules that

Chapter 1 | Introduction to History: Definition, Issues, Sources, and Methodology _ 5



historians follow in order to properly utilizo sources and historica] ey; déﬁ
in writing history. Certain rules apply in cases of conflicting aceoy,
differont sources, and on how to properly treat eyewitnesy accounty gn
sources us valid historfenl pvidence, In doing so, historical claims done b,
historians and the arguments that they forward in their historicql Writin
while may I_m influenced by the historian’s inclinations, can still be vali ﬂat&ﬁ
by using reliable evidences and amploying correct and meticuloug hiatoﬁcdj-f'
methodology. e

c
ts iy
d ory).

&
|

A

The Annales School of History is a school of history born in Fr;;-c: -_
that challenged the canons of history. This school of thought did away |
with the common historical subjects that were almost always related
to the conduct of states and monarchs, Annales scholars like Lucien |
Febvre, Marc Bloch, Fernand Braudel, and Jacques Le Goff studied othey |
subjects in a historical manner, They were concerned with social history
and studied longer historical periods, For example, Annales scholarg
studied the history of peasantry, the history of medicine, or even the
history of environment. The history from below was pioneered by the
same scholars, They advocated that the people and classes who were not
reflected in the history of the society in the grand manner be provided
with space in the records of mankind. In doing this, Annales thinkers
married history with other disciplines like geography, anthropology,
archaeology, and linguistics, '

E

For example, if a historian chooses to use an oral account as his data
in studying the ethnic history of the Ifugaos in the Cordilleras during the
American Occupation, he needs to validate the claims of his informant
through comparing and corroborating it with written sources. Therefore,
while bias is inevitable, the historian can balance this out by relying
evidences that back up his claim. In this sense, the historian need not let hi

bias blind his judgment and such bias is only acceptable if he maintains hlﬂ
rigor as a researcher, :

Historical Sources

_ With the past ag history’s subject matter, the historian’s most importa™
| r:aﬂea_‘rch tools are historical sources, In general, historical sources can‘l
e _cl?ﬂ:ﬂﬂ’ﬂ?rl'lbﬂtwi:ﬁﬂ primary and secondary sources. The classificatio? &
T v _hmw""“ these two categories de pends on the historical subject P é
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studied. Primary sources are those sources produced at the same time as the
event, period, or subject being studied. For example, if a historian wishes
to study the Commonwealth Constitution Convention of 1935, his primary
sources can include the minutes of the convention, newspaper clippings,
Philippine Commission reports of the U.S, Commissioners, records of the
convention, the draft of the Constitution, and even photographs of the
event. Eyewitness accounts of convention delegates and their memoirs
can also be used as primary sources. The same goes with other subjects of
historical study. Archival documents, artifacts, memorabilia, letters, census,

and government records, among others are the most common examples of
primary sources.

On the other hand, secondary sources are those sources, which were
produced by an author who used primary sources to produce the material. In
other words, secondary sources are historical sources, which studied a certain
historical subject. For example, on the subject of the Philippine Revolution
of 1896, students can read Teodoro Agoncillo’s Revolt of the Masses: The
Story of Bonifacio and the Katipunan published originally in 1956. The
Philippine Revolution happened in the last years of the nineteenth century
while Agoncillo published his work in 1956, which makes the Revolt of the
Masses a secondary source. More than this, in writing the book, Agoncillo
used primary sources with his research like documents of the Katipunan,
interview with the veterans of the Revolution, and correspondence between
and among Katipuneros.

However, a student should not be confused about what counts as a
primary or a secondary source. As mentioned above, the classification of
sources between primary and secondary depends not on the period when
the source was produced or the type of the source but on the subject of
the historical research. For example, a textbook is usually classified as a
secondary source, a tertiary source even. However, this classification is usual
but not automatic. If a historian chooses to write the history of education in
the 1980s, he can utilize textbooks used in that period as a primary source.
If a historian wishes to study the historiography of the F ilipino-American
War for example, he can use works of different authors on the topic as his
primary source as well.

Both primary and secondary sources are useful in writing and learning
history. However, historians and students of history need to thoroughly

* Chapter 1| Introduction to History: Definition, Issues, Sources, and Methodology 7




' "sérﬁti:niéé'ﬁhéséthifs"tb'fiéal's'du't'ce's"to"’avaid deception and to come i
~ the ﬁiataorical_ffrﬁth. The lﬁstbﬁan-’should be able to conduct an ex fap .“"t_h:
“internal criticism of the source, espef:iaﬂy 'pﬁinary sources which,
in centuries. External criticism is the practice of verifying the gy th

L]
<y
|
il
|

ol ang
an g,

ke el e T : enticjy;
of evidence by examining its physical characteristics; consistency wity, the
8

historical characteristic of the time when it was produced; and the magg,: .-
used for the evidence. Examples of the things that will be examineq w:&ls
conducting external criticism of a document include the quality of the ;
the type of the ink, and the language and words used in the materig]
others.

’ afl‘lnn'g

Internal criticism, on the other hand, is the examination of the
truthfulness of the evidence. It looks at the content of the source
examines the circumstance of its production. Internal criticism looks at
truthfulness and factuality of the evidence by looking at the author of the
source, its context, the agenda behind its creation, the knowledge which
informed it, and its intended purpose, among others. For example, J apanesg
reports and declarations during the period of the war should not be taken
as a historical fact hastily. Internal criticism entails that the historian
acknowledge and analyze how such reports can be manipulated to be used ag
war propaganda. Validating historical sources is important because the yse
of unverified, falsified, and untruthful historical sources can lead to equa]ly_;

ang

false conclusions. Without thorough criticisms of historical evidences,
historical deceptions and lies will be highly probable. |

One of the most scandalous cases of deception in Philippine history is:
the hoax Code of Kalantiaw. The code was a set of rules contained in an epie
Maragtas, which was allegedly written by a certain Datu Kalantiaw. The
document was sold to the National Library and was regarded as an important
precolonial document until 1968, when American historian William Henrf
Scott debunked the authenticity of the code due to anachronism and lac_kﬂfi
evidence to prove that the code existed in the precolonial Philippine societff
Ferdinand Marcos also claimed that he was a decorated World War IT soldief
who led a guerilla unit called Ang Maharlika. This was widely believ®
by students of history and Marcos had war medals to show. This clai™

1 . i 1 'BE:
- however, was disproven when historians counterchecked Marcos's clai™

. jond
with the war records of the United States. These cases prove how decepti®
can propagate without rigorous historical research. &
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The task of the historian is to look at the available historical sources
and select the most relevant and meaningful for history and for the subject
matter that he is studying. History, like other academic discipline, has come
a long way but still has a lot of remaining tasks to do. It does not claim
to render absolute and exact Jjudgment because as long as questions are
continuously asked, and as long as time unfolds, the study of history can never
be complete. The task of the historian is to organize the past that is being
created so that it can offer lessons for nations, societies, and civilization. It
. is the historian’s job to seek for the meaning of recovering the past to let the
people see the continuing relevance of provenance, memory, remembering,
and historical understanding for both the present and the future.

Philippine historiography underwent several changes since the
precolonial period until the present. Ancient Filipinos narrated their
history through communal songs and epics that they passed orally from
a generation to another. When the Spaniards came, their chroniclers
started recording their observations through written accounts. The
perspective of historical writing and inquiry also shifted. The Spanish
colonizers narrated the history of their colony in a bipartite view.
They saw the age before colonization as a dark period in the history
of the islands, until they brought light through Western thought and
Christianity. Early nationalists refuted this perspective and argued
the tripartite view. They saw the precolonial society as a luminous age
that ended with darkness when the colonizers captured their freedom.
They believed that the light would come again once the colonizers were
evicted from the Philippines. Filipino historian Zeus Salazar introduced
the new guiding philosophy for writing and teaching history: pantayong
pananaw (for us—from us perspective). This perspective highlights the
importance of facilitating an internal conversation and discourse among
Filipinos about our own history, using the language that is understood
by everyone.

R e L D AN e R N T LR e
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True or False. Write true if the statement is true. Ut-l\tzl‘\\‘img wﬁf
false in the space provided. ®

1. History is the study of the past.
o Historical sources that were not written should not by “a‘ééé
in writing history. g
3. The subject of historiography is history itself.
History has no use for the present, thus, the saying “past N
past” is true. .
History is limited to the story of a hero versus a villain,

Only primary sources may be used in writing history,

N oo o

There are three types of sources: primary, secondary, and
tertiary sources. =
8. External criticism is done by examining the plwsiml'

characteristics of a source. ;
9. Internal criticism is done by looking at a source’s quality of
paper and type of ink, among others. .3

10. The historians are the only source of history.

—

What Source? Read the following scenarios and classify th
discovered as primary, secondary, or tertiary sources. Write yout

answer in the space provided.

L

nineteenth century. In one of the books, he saw an 0
of a woman standing in front of an old church, ¢
pages. At the back of the photo was a fine inscription tha

© SOUrces

Jose was exploring the library in his new school in Muuilu.gﬁ

wanted to study the history of Calamba, Laguna during
1d phutogralﬂfé

Jipped among the
t su}-‘%

“Kalamba, 19 de Junio 1861."

!
i

s A
ary source:

Is the photograph a primary, secondary, or a terti
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otravel around the country. She liked hringing b
her a travel brochure that informs her of the different sijeg -ww_i 4
vigiting in the area. Her travel brochure was usually P!‘n[;q b
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hard’ and thicker than that of a walnyy
B d hnd d make withita powder whlch 3, 0
: 500'5' rmd there is a white marrow of g :

{/nder this G
i 'nhn:h they eat fresh with meat and fish o, . "
. o and it has the taste of an almond, and if anyong

ye 00, jﬂie loléht mgke bread oflt (p. 72).”
wnzed the people as' ‘very famﬂlar and frieng) Y
different islands and the names of thege isly “d _
{sland (Homonhon) and there they found g §
, e the "Watering Place of Good Signs." It is in thig ]:a
T rote that they found the first mgns of gold in the ; Slay %
i the island with the nearby islands as the archipelag, ofg
Jeft the island, then on March 25th, Pigafetta recounted ha
_ langhai (balangay), 8 long boat full of people in Mazz, o
foao mua The leader, who Pigafetta referred to as the king of the ballqn
b 9 sent his men to the ship of Magellan. The Europeans onfcerf;ﬁl111
o them gifts. When the king of the balangay offered i to gir
old and a chest of ginger, Magellan declined. M&geuaa
cent the interpreter to the king and asked for money for the needs of hiy
ships and expressed that he came into the islands as a friend and not 3
an enemy. The king responded by giving Magellan the needed provigig, - :__i
of food in chinaware. Magellan exchanged gifts of robes in Turkish fashm
red cap, and gave the people knives and mirrors. The two then expreggej
their desire to become brothers. Magellan also boasted of his men in armg, ,,-'.3
who could not be struck with swords and daggers. The king was fasclnated o
and remarked that men in such armor could be worth one hundred of his Ji'._
men. Magellan further showed the king his-other weapons, helmets, anq 1'-'
artilleries. Magellan also shared with the king his charts and maps and. ;"

shared how: they found the islands.

- After a few days, Magellan was introduced to the king’s brother who was
also a king of another island. They went to this island and Pigafetta reported -
that they saw mines of gold. The gold was abundant that parts of the sth
and of the house of the second king were made of gold. Pigafetta desorlbed
this king as the most handsome of all the men that he saw in this place. He =
was also adorned with silk and gold accessories like a golden dagger, which £

he carried with him in a wooden polished sheath. This king was named Rai? | '_
Calambu, king of Zuluan and Calagan (Butuan and Caragua), and the first
king was Raia Siagu. On March 31st, which happened to be Easter Suﬂdﬁ)"
Magellan ordered the chaplam to preside a Mass by the shore. The kmg

: oharac
them

f.nmrns
ﬂpysawtwobal
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‘Magellan a bar of g
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baard of thin plan and sect tan dead pigs and sttended the Mass with the
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CTOWD: Wt the signe ofhis

s Erst Muza in tha Fhil
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heard of this plan snd sant twn dead plgn and attendad the Mase with the
other king. Pigafutta roported that buth kings participated in the mas. He
Wil

*when the alferingy of tha mas came, the te kings, weat

to ks tha crusa liks e, bt they offared nothing, and nt the

elevatiug of the body of our Lord they were kneeling Ekg us,

#nd adored ur Lord with joined hands"

After the Maak, MageTlar ordered that the erar be hrought
and erown in place. Magedlan the nail, and the
ordered o plant itin the
placza thit he would ressh. Magollus furtber explained that the cross
e bansficial frr thuir ponpl
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tbeen in going o Cebu, the barp
‘th of the
The king o
dwmanded that they poy tribats




35 but as thie king wishied to keep up the “ustom,

o n'and make & prese_!}t;_and-ﬂ?en the ghppain woulq o

Wighs &

]

uty.”

T o ‘Magellan spoke before the people of Ceby aboy
-.’Tlling.ll??‘n&:f;xxd- that thepeople took pleasure in Ma;en
and G?“"-'P.’:g-ﬁfen then asked the people who would succeed the Jy;, - @
...:E'Magg l-j.he people responded that the eldest child of the king Wiy -
- hig reign anbe a daughter, would be the next in line. Pigafetta alq, ‘fﬁllxelmﬂkJ
wrhappentd 9 28 ohout, how at old age, parents were np longey 4, 1
£ Pg_w_ the Pe?;n d had to follow the orders of their children as the New loqg
Eoi aeioug Magellan responded to this by saying that his faith entay..
:fﬁig:ﬂ: Itln ;*effdél hbm‘f and pbediencé‘_tio their parzll'lts. Magellan F'l:eac}:: !
about their faith further and peoPle were f‘EPDTtE Y convinced, Plga_fetta ,,
. wiote that, their men were overjoyed seeing that the people wigh,q 4
: bemme Chnstlﬂns through their free wﬂl and not because they Wwere fum
| or i:t;timidated-,, j |

| __-._._On,the 14th of April, the people gathered with the king anq
bﬁncipa] men of the islands. Magellan spoke to the king and €NCOUragy
him to be zi'gubd'Christian by burning all of the idols and worship the CTogg

instead. The king of Cebu was then baptized as a Christian. Pigafetta Wrote

Othe

.. . “To that the king and all his people answered that thy would

. obey the commands of the captain and do all that he told them.

. The captain took the king by the hand, and they walked about

on the scaffolding, and when he was baptized he said that

he would n_ame him Don Charles (Carlos), as the emperor his

. sovereign was named; and he named the prince Don Fe

ji {Ferﬁatido), after the brother of the emperor, and the

Mazavva, Jehan: to the Moor he gave the name of Chri
and to the others each a name of his fancy.”

rnand
King of
stopher,

. vAfter eight days, Pigafetta counted that all of the island’s inhabitant
were already baptized. He admitted that they burned a village down for
obeying neither the king nor Magellan. The Mass was conducted by the
shore every day. When the queen came to the Mass one day, Magellan gaw
her an image of the Infant Jesus made by Pigafetta himself. The king d
Cebu swore that he would always be faithful to Magellan. When Magells?

reiterated that all of the newly baptized Christians need to burn their ido
but the natives gave excu

_ uses telling Magellan that they needed the idﬂz
heal a 3.101( man who was a relative to the king. Magellan insisted ti_lﬂt i
should insteaqd put their faith in Jesus Christ. They went to the sick
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~ king invited these men to a gathering where he said

who was already wounded. Serrano wag presented
in the ship asking them to Pay ransom so he would b

bstinate fight had rio other object gk
ity for the retreat of his L NI W -

.. dthat the king of Cebu who was baptize cﬁm q
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Bellanrg pogeo, |
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8 &f.:n I;;enan's slave and i.nterpretar named I-lem:y be“ay;ifﬁtta
Q i king of Cebu that they mtend:ed to lea?e as quickly 5 Pogg; l:%q] :
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Captain_ P;
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The natives had slain all of the men except the inter

jewels that he would send for the King of Spain. p; A
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N as a credible source for a

. Moreover, being
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- Indeed, Pigafetta’s work is of |
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The GOMBURZA is the collective name of the three martyred ‘priests
Mariano Gomez, Jose Burgos, and Jacinto Zamora, who were tagged ag
the masterminds of the Cavite Mutiny. They were prominent Filipino
priests charged with treason and sedition. It is believed that the Spanish
clergy connected the priests to the mutiny as part of a conspiracy to
stifie the movement of secular priests who desired to have their own
parishes instead of being merely assistants to the regular friars. The
GOMBURZA were executed by garrote in public, a scene purportedly
witnessed by a young Jose Rizal.

Their martyrdom is widely accepted as the dawn of Philippine nationalism
in the nineteenth century, with Rizal dedicating his second novel, El
Filibusterismo, to their memory:

“The Government, by enshrouding your trial in mystery
and pardoning your co-accused, has suggested that some
mistake was committed when your fate was decided; and
the whole of the Philippines, in paying homage to your
memory and calling you martyrs, totally rejects your guilt.
The Church, by refusing to degrade you, has put in doubt
the crime charged against you.”

Case Study 3: Did Rizal Retract?

Jose Rizal is identified as a hero of the revolution for his writings that
center on ending colonialism and liberating Filipino minds to contribute
to creating the Filipino nation. The great volume of Rizal's lifework was
committed to this end, particularly the more influential ones, Noli Me
Tangere and El Filibusterismo. His essays vilify not the Catholic religiom
but the friars, the main agents of injustice in the Philippine society.

It is understandable, therefore, that any piece of writing from Rizel
that recants everything he wrote against the friars and the Catholic Church
ir.f the Philippines could deal heavy damage to his image as a 1.31'011‘1'111*'“t
F&lipi‘nn revolutionary. Such document purportedly exists, allegedly signed
by Rizal a few hours before his execution. This document referr.ed to 8%
“The Retraction,” declares Rizal’s belief in the Catholic fﬂit'h and retracté
everything he wrote against the Church. '

Primary Source: Rizal’s Retraction

Source: Translated from the document found by Fr. Manuel Garci&:
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.~ Theretraction of Rizal remains to this day, a controversy;
however, agree that tht—:: document does not tarnish'the heroi
relevance remained solidified to Filipinos and pushed them
revolution, which eventually resulted in independence in 18

many scholars,
sm of Rizal. His
to continue the
98.

Rizal’s Connection to the Katipunan is undeniable—in fact, the

_precursor of the Katipunan as an organization is the La Liga Filipina,
an organization Rizal founded, with Andres Bonifacio as one of its

- members. But La Liga Filipina was short-lived as the Spaniards exiled

Rizal to Dapitan. Former members decided to band together to establish
the Katipunan a few days after Rizal’s exile on 7 July 1892.

Rizal may not have been officially part of the Katipunan, but the
Katipuneros showed great appreciation of his work toward the same
goals. Out of the 28 members of the leadership of the Katipunan (known
as the Kataas-taasang Sanggunian ng Katipunan) from 1892 to 1896, 13

were former members of La Liga Filipina. Katipuneros even used Rizal’s
name as a password.

In 1896, the Katipuneros decided to inform Rizal of their plans to
launch the revolution, and sent Pio Valenzuela to visit Rizal in Dapitan.
Valenzuela’s accounts of his meeting with Rizal have been greatly
doubted by many scholars, but according to him, Rizal objected to the
plans, saying that doing so would be tantamount to suicide since it would
be difficult to fight the Spaniards who had the advantage of military
resources. He added that the leaders of the Katipunan must do everything
they could to prevent the spilling of Filipino blood. Valenzuela informed
Rizal that the revolution could inevitably break out if the Katipunan
Wwere to be discovered by the Spaniards. Rizal advised Valenzuela that
the Katipunan should first secure the support of wealthy Filipinos to
Strengthen their cause, and suggested that Antonio Luna be recruited to
___d_i_l‘f_ct the military movement of the revolution.

' _SE-*EEC_J! 4: Where Did the Cry of Rebellion Happen?

Mﬂmentous eve
Wy,

nts swept the Spanish colonies in the late nineteenth
including the Philippines. Journalists of the time referred to the
: the:ese “El G:rito de Rebelion” or “Cry of Rebellion” to mark the start of
1. cvolutionary events, identifying the places where it happened. In the
%llllpines, this happened in August 1896, northeast of Manila, where they
ared rebellion against the Spanish colonial government. These events
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On August 26th, a big meeting was held in Balintg
:\Pﬂl““in gamson, then cabeza of that barrig of Cal
who attended, 1 l‘l.lmf}lt.lh(}r, were Bonifacio, Emiljg
Rosario. Tomas Runuglf}: Bru?cm Pantas, Teodoro p|
Enrique Pacheco, and Irancisco Carreon. They were all leaders of

Katipunan and composed the board of directors of the Organiz:t'the
Delegates from Bulacan, Cabanatuan, Cavite, and Morong were ;?:;

prvsunt.

At about nine o'clock in the morning of August 26, the meeting was
opened with Andres Bonifacio presiding and Emilio Jacinto acting as
cecretary. The purpose was to discuss when the uprising was to take
place. Teodoro Plata, Briccio Pantas, and Pio Valenzuela were all
opposed to starting the revolution too early... Andres Bonifacio, sensing
that he would lose in the discussion then, left the session hall and talked
to the people, who were waiting outside for the result of the meeting of
the leaders. He told the people that the leaders were arguing against
starting the revolution early, and appealed to them in a fiery speech
in which he said: “You remember the fate of our countrymen who were
shot in Bagumbayan. Should we return now to the towns, the Spaniards
will only shoot us. Our organization has been discovered and we are all
marked men. If we don’t start the uprising, the Spaniards will get us

anyway. What then, do you say?”

wak, at the house of
o0can, Among thoge
Jacinto, Aguedo de]
ata, Pio Valenzuela,

“Revolt!” the people shouted as one.

Bonifacio then asked the people to give a pledge that they were to
revolt. He told them that the sign of slavery of the Filipinos were (sic)
the cedula tax charged each citizen. “If it is true that you are ready to
revolt... I want to see you destroy your cedulas. It will be a sign that all
of us have declared our severance from the Spaniards.”

Pio Valenzyelq

* in Gregorio Zaide and

S . P
ource: Pio Valenzuela, “Cry of Pugad Lawin,’
Volume 8

oni i
I;nailz-mde". Documentary Sources of Philippine History,
a: National Book Store, 1990), 301-302.

The .
ni?;:it Place of refuge of Andres Bonifacio, Emilio Jacinto, Procopio
B % Teodoro Plata, Aguedo del Rosario, and myself was

B.Iinta

oY, 1391:&%:}19 first five arriving there on August 19, and I, on fqugﬂﬁt

. m  *he first place where some 500 members of the Katipunan
Samson at

et on Ay
Bust 22, 1896, was the house and yard of Apolonio
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ntioned above, AMONE those why
Santiago, Ramon Bernardo,
ere only exchanged, and ng

Kangkong. Aside from the persons me
were there were Briccio Pantas, Alejandro
Apolonio Samson, and others. Here, views W .
resolution was debated or adopted. It was at Pugad Lawin, ‘tlm house,
store-house, and yard of Juan Ramos, son of Meltﬂllom Af}lllm?, where
over 1,000 members of the Katipunan met and carrm(.l out C:.’Jnﬂld(}t'ﬂh]e
debate and discussion, on August 23, 1896. The discussion was on
whether or not the revolution against the Spanish governl'nent should
be started on August 29, 1896... After the tumultuous meeting, many of
those present tore their cedula certificates and shouted “Long live the
Philippines! Long live the Philippines!”

re is indeed marked

From the eyewitness accounts presented, the
and time of the

disagreement among historical witnesses as to the place
occurrence of the Cry. Using primary and secondary sources, four places
have been identified: Balintawak, Kangkong, Pugad Lawin, and Bahay

Toro, while the dates vary: 23, 24, 25, or 26 August 1896.

Valenzuela’s account should be read with caution: He once told a
Spanish investigator that the “Cry” happened in Balintawak on Wednesday,
26 August 1896. Much later, he wrote in his Memairs of the Revolution that
it happened at Pugad Lawin on 23 August 1896. Such inconsistencies in
accounts should always be seen as a red flag when dealing with primary
sources.

According to Guerrero, Encarnacion, and Villegas, all these places are
in Balintawak, then part of Caloocan, now, in Quezon City. As for the dates,
Bonifacio and his troops may have been moving from one place to another
to avoid being located by the Spanish government, which could explain why
there are several accounts of the Cry.

- Readings in Philippine History
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The significance of the martyrdom of the GOMBURZA is

questioned by historians.

The Cavite Mutiny is an event that led to the execution of
the GOMBURZA.

Jose Rizal’s essays go against the Catholic faith.

account of the First Catholic Mass in the

. There is no doubt that Rizal retracted his writings to be

able to marry Josephine Bracken.

. The Cry of the Rebellion happened in present-day Quezon

City.

:he site of the monument to the Heroes of 1896 was chosen
ecausle this is the actual place where the Cry of the
Rebellion happened.
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Social, Political, Economic, and
Cultural Issues in Philippine

History

Learning Objectives:

To analyze social, political, econom
Philippines using the lens of history.
ms of today are consequences of

ened in the past.

nduring issues in Philippine society

ic, and cultural issues in the

e .To recognize that the proble
decisions and events that happ

¢ To understand gseveral e

through history.
ndations or solutions to present-day problems

* To propose recomme
anding of the past and anticipation of the

based on the underst
future through the study of history.

. dicated to enduring issues in Philippine society,
:‘Oiililﬁhistor:f could llenc! a hand in understandin-g, anc% hopefully, prf:);‘nosﬁng
mnﬂﬁ;:; These- t.npms 1nclud'e the mandated dlsc'ussmn' on the Philippine

. discusgiol,:m’ ?ollcles on agrarian reform, and _taxatlon. 1t 1.5 hoped that these

Sy szll l_lelp us propose rece.:mmendatmns or solutions to presenf-day

ased on our understanding of root causes and how we anticipate

Bk ‘i
"!ire scenarios in the Philippine setting.

This chapter is de




Evolution of the Philippine Constitution

o The conatitution i defined aa a aet of fanda

& aatabliahed precedonta aovording to which a state m“ :
poverned, thug, the word itsell’ means 10 he a part ot a “'lmh‘:. th-u Coming
togother of distinet entitios INGH one {roOUp, with the fﬂllﬂn principles angd
idenls, These principles detine the nature and extent of governwent,

mental principles op
other organization ig

e y .
The Constitution of the Philippines, the supreme law of the Republie
. e N . ' . ¥
of the Philippines, has been i effect sinee 1087, There were only three

other conatitutions that have elfectively gnwrm-tl the country: the 1935

~ 5 3 =iy i Ly '!.}q '." Mo
Commonwealth Constitution, the 18738 Constitution, and the 198 reedom

there wore earhior constitutions attempted by

Constitution,  However,
Pilipinos i the strugale to break free from the colonial yoke.

1897: Constitution of Biak-na-Bato

The Constitution of Biak-na-Bato was the provisionary Constitution
of the Philippine Republic duving the Philippine Revolution, and was
promulgated by the Philippine Revolutionary Government on 1 November
1897, The constitution, barrowed from Cuba, was written by Isabelo Artacho
and Félix Forrer in Spanish, and later on, translated into Tagalog,

The organs of the government under the Constitution were: (1) the
Supreme Couneil, which was vested with the power of the Republic, headed
by the president and four department secretarvies: the interior, foreign
affairs, treasury, and war (2) the Consejo Supremo de Gracia Y Justicia
(Supreme Couneil of Grace and Justice), which was given the authority to
make decisions and affirm or disprove the sentences rendered by other courts
and to dictate rules for the administration of justice; and (3) the Asambles
de Representanies (Assembly of Representatives), which was to be convened
after the revolution to ereate a new Constitution and to elect a new Council
of Government and Representatives of the peaple.,

" 2] R W 1
The Constitution of Biak-na-Bato was never fully implemented, sinc®
¥ \ b ] " 1a ks = : .
a truce, the Pact of Riak-na-Bato, was signed between the Spanish and the
i Philippine Revolutionary Army.

» . Q ) :
: l_ rimnn- Source: Preamble of the Biak-na-Bato Constitution

. The separation of the Philippines from the Spanish monarchy and their:
- formation into an independent state w

Philippine Republic has been the ¢

e W i s s e

. X e
ith its own government called thP' i
nd sought by the Revolution 1* N

B et
Sl R e i

A

Reactings in Phitippine } listory

s

A
)
i



-|.—-n.-u---wﬂf-e--n'-e‘w-:-!-—.-v"'.‘f".'.*\'ﬁﬂ-a"-‘.."‘l'("'“"‘f:"-"?-:‘_-"‘i“f’ﬁfﬂ**‘?‘.ﬁ?‘f‘&f‘?‘.‘. 3’::_"_"-"‘.\'_‘\ s g e RS g

B En iy S s ok e

W D

= -
g e TR gl e

- name and by the power delegated by

~ Revolution, ina meeting at Biak-na-bato, November 1

:-:.: :_.éﬁsﬁﬁ:g war, begun on the 24th of Au

the Filipino pegple, interpreting

faithfully their desires and ambitions, we the Tepresentatives of the-
[ e

: % ] 1897, unani
adopted the following articles for the constitution of ¢ anmously

he State,
1899: Malolos Constitution
After the signing of the truce, the Filipino revolutionary leadérs accepted

a payment from Spain and went to exile in Hong Kong. Upon the defeat of
the Spanish to the Americans in the Battle of Manila Bay on 1 May 1898,
the United States Navy transported Aguinaldo back to the Philippines. The
newly reformed Philippine revolutionary forces reverted to the control of
Aguinaldo, and the Philippine Declaration of Independence was issued on
12 June 1898, together with several decrees that formed the First Philippine
Republic. The Malolos Congress was elected, which selected a commission to

draw up a draft constitution on 17 September 1898, which was composed of
wealthy and educated men.

The document they came up with, approved by the Congress on 29
November 1898, and promulgated by Aguinaldo on 21 January 1899,
was titled “The Political Constitution of 1899” and written in Spanish.
The constitution has 39 articles divided into 14 titles, with eight articles
of transitory provisions, and a final additional article. The document was-
Patterned after the Spanish Constitution of 1812, with influences from the
charters of Belgium, Mexico, Brazil, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Guatemala,
and the French Constitution of 1793. According to Felipe Calderon, main
author of the constitution, these countries were studied because they shared
similar social, political, ethnological, and governance conditions with the
Philippines. Prior constitutional projects in the Philippines also influenced
the Malolog Constitution, namely, the Kartilya and the Sanggunian-
Hukuman, the charter of laws and morals of the Katipunan written by
Emilio Jacinto in 1896; the Biak-na-Bato Constitution of 1897 planned by
Isabelo Artacho; Mabini's Constitutional Program of the Philippine Republic
o/ 1898; the provisional constitution of Mariano Ponce in 1898 that followed
the Spanish constitutions; and the autonomy projects of Paterno in 1898.

Primary Source: Preamble of the Political Constitution of 1899

‘_We, the Representatives of the Filipino People, lawfully convened,
. I order to establish justice, provide for common defense, p‘yamote
the genera) welfare and insure the benefits of liberty, imploring the

2o anie 73
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niv
tioned the following politica]

aid of the Sovereign Legislator of the U
these ends, have voted, decreed, and sanc
constitution.

As a direct challenge to colonial authorities of the Spanish empire,
the sovereignty was retroverted to the people, 2 legal principle underlying
the Philippine Revolution. The people delegated governmental functions
to civil servants while they retained actual sovereignty. The 27 articles of
Title IV detail the natural rights and popular sovereignty of Filipinos, the
enumeration of which does not imply the prohibition of any other rights not
expressly stated. Title I11, Article V also declares that the State recognizes
the freedom and equality of all beliefs, as well as the separation of Church
and State. These are direct reactions to features of the Spanish government
in the Philippines, where the friars were dominant agents of the state.
rding to Title I, Article 4 is to be popular,
representative, alternative, and responsible, and shall exercise three distinct
powers—legislative, executive, and judicial. The legislative power was vested
in a unicameral body called the Assembly of Representatives, members of
which are elected for terms of four years. Secretaries of the government
were given seats in the assembly, which meet annually for a period of at
least three months. Bills could be introduced either by the president or by
a member of the assembly. Some powers not legislative in nature were also
given to the body, such as the right to select its own officers, right of censure
and interpellation, and the right of impeaching the president, cabinet
members. the chief justice of the Supreme Court, and the solicitor-general.
A permanent commission of seven. elected by the assembly, and granted
specific powers by the constitution, was to sit during the intervals between

sessions of the assembly.

The form of government, acco

Executive power was vested in the president, and elected by a constituent

assembly of the Assembly of Representatives and special representatives.
The president will serve a term of four years without re-election. There was
no vice president, and in case of a vacancy, a president was to be selected by
the constituent assembly.

The 1899 Malolos Constitution was never enforced due to the ongoing
war. The Philippines was effectively a territory of the United States upon
the signing of the Treaty of Paris between Spain and the United States:
transferring sovereignty of the Philippines on 10 December 1898.

_:'4 S e mielis e Pl AL

erse for the attainment of



P b i A B ke

N e e L L AP i L L

1 _
- It is worth mentioning that after the Treaty of Paris -l-the g TR 7L
4 lppines .

: & formal constitution by a constitutional convention. The me
convention were elected and held their first meeting on 30 July

- _. w : .
: gm:'.nment, and to ensure that the United States would live up
X 15e to grant independence to the Philippines.

;‘:93.-.5:_ The cgmmonwm”h Cdnatitutfon

was subject to the power of the United States of America, effective] th
’ Yy the

new colonizers of the country. From 1898 to 1901, the Philippines would be - - G
e

Jlaced under a military government until a civil government would be put

into place. .'
Two acts of the Ufu‘ted States ‘Cox}gress were passed that may be
considered to have qualities of constitutionality. First was the Philippine
Organic Act of 1902, the first organic law for the Philippine Islands that
rovided for the creation of a popularly elected Philippine Assembly. The act
speciﬁed that legislative power would be vested in a bicameral legislature
composed of the Philippine Commission as the upper house and the Philippine
Assembly as lower house. Key provisions of the act included a bill of rights
for Filipinos and the appointment of two non-voting Filipino Resident
Commissioners of the Philippines as representative to the United States
House of Representatives. The second act that functioned as a constitution
was the Philippine Autonomy Act of 1916, commonly referred to as “Jones
Law,” which modified the structure of the Philippine government through
the removal of the Philippine Commission, replacing it with a Senate
that served as the upper house and its members elected by the Filipino
voters, the first truly elected national legislature. It was also this Act that
explicitly declared the purpose of the United States to end their sovereignty
over the Philippines and recognize Philippine independence as soon as a
stable government can be established.

In 1932, with the efforts of the Filipino independence mission led by
Sergio Osmefia and Manuel Roxas, the United States Congress passed
the Hare-Hawes-Cutting Act with the promise of granting Filipinos’
independence. The bill was opposed by then Senate President Manuel L.
Quezon and consequently, rejected by the Philippine Senate.

'_BY 1934, another law, the Tydings-McDuffie Act, also known as the
Philippine Independence Act, was passed by the United States Congress

that provided authority and defined mechanisms for the establishment of
mbers of the

: 1934, with
laro M. Recto unanimously elected as president. :

The constitution was crafted to meet the approval of the United States

to its
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Primary Source: Preamble of the 1935 Commonwealth

The Filipino people, imploring the aid of Divine Providence, in order ¢,

establish a government that shall embody their ideals, conserve anq -

develop the patrimony of the nation, promote the general welfare, and

secure to themselves and their posterity the blessings of mdePe-“dEIlce
under a regime of justice, liberty, and democracy, do ordain apq

promulgate this constitution.

The constitution created the Commonwealth of the Philippines, ap
administrative body that governed the Philippines from 1935 to 194,
It is a transitional administration to prepare the country toward its fy])
achievement of independence. It originally provided for a unicamiers]
National Assembly with a president and vice president elected to a six.
year term without re-election. It was amended in 1940 to have a bicamerg]

Congress composed of a Senate and a House of Representatives, as well ag |

the creation of an independent electoral commission, and limited the term of

office of the president and vice president to four years, with one re-election, [

Rights to suffrage were originally afforded to male citizens of the Philippines
who are twenty-one years of age or over and are able to read and write; this
was later on extended to women within two years after the adoption of the
constitution.

While the dominant influence in the constitution was American, it qlsa
bears traces of the Malolos Constitution, the German, Spanish, and Mexican
constitutions, constitutions of several South American countries, and the
unwritten English Constitution.

The draft of the constitution was -approved by the constitutional

convention on 8 February 1935, and ratified by then U.S. President Franklin
B. Roosevelt on 25 March 1935. Elections were held in September 1935 and
Manuel L. Quezon was elected President of the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth was briefly interrupted by the events of the World ',

War I.I’ with the Japanese occupying the Philippines. Afterward, upoh
liberation, the Philippines was declared an independent republic on 4 July 1946ty

1973: Constitutianal Authoritariunism
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Martial Law was lifted and authorized the President to legislate on his oWm,
on an emergency basis. An overwhelming majority would ratify furthe,

amendments succeedixfgly. In 1980, the retirement age of members of the

judiciary was extended to 70 years. In 1981, the parliamentary Systen
was formally modified to a French-style, semi-presidential system wheye
executive power was restored to the president, who was, once again, to e
directly elected; an Executive Committee was to be created, composed of the
Prime Minister and 14 others, that served as the president’s Cabinet; apq
some electoral reforms were instituted. In 1984, the Executive Committee
was abolished and the position of the vice president was restored.

After all the amendments introduced, the 1973 Constitution was merely

a way for the President to keep executive powers, abolish the Senate, and by
any means, never acted as a parliamentary system, instead functioned as an.
authoritarian presidential system, with all the real power concentrated in
the hands of the president, with the backing of the constitution.

The situation in the 1980s had been very turbulent. As Marcos amassed
power, discontent has also been burgeoning. The tide turned swiftly when
in August 1983, Benigno Aquino Jr., opposition leader and regarded as
the most credible alternative to President Marcos, was assassinated while
under military escort immediately after his return from exile in the United
States. There was widespread suspicion that the orders to assassinate
Aquino came from the top levels of the government and the military. This
event caused the coming together of the non-violent opposition against
the Marcos authoritarian regime. Marcos was then forced to hold “snap’

elections a year early, and said elections were marred by widespread fraud.
Marcos declared himself winner despite international condemnation and

nationwide protests. A small group of military rebels attempted to stage a

coup, but failed; however, this triggered what came to be known as the EDSA

People Power Revolution of 1986, as people from all walks of life spilled onto
the streets. Under pressure from the United States of America, who used
 to support Marcos and his Martial Law, the Marcos family fled into exile.
His opponent in the snap elections, Benigno Aquino Jr’s widow, Corazo

Aquino, was installed as president on 25 February 1986,

- 1987: Constitution After Martial Law

- President Corazon Aquino’s government had three options Tegardir';?i
1919,

e Qppg_tiil;_u"tipn and be grante_d the power to make reforms, or start ane¥ &

_the constitution: revert to the 1935 Constitution, retain the
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brefte stitution that, according to the president herself, should be “truly
2 a;"e“;.i:; S the aspirations and ideals of the Filipino people.” )
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e March 1986, President Aquino proclaimed a transitional constitution
n ; Constitutional Commission drafted a permanent

: 'tg,last for a year while'sf 1and man

" tion. This transitional constitution, called the Freedom Constitution,
cﬂn.stm-l 4 many provisions of the old one, including in rewritten form the
mamtalﬂ‘? ight to rule by decree. In 1986, a constitutional convention was
£ reated, composed of 48 members appointed by Pr:esident Aquino from varied
packgrounds and representations. The COHV‘.?II'ZIOI’I drew up a permanent
constitution, Jargely restoring the setup abolished by Marcos 1n 1972_, but
with new ways to keep the president in check, a reaction to the experience

of Marcos’s rule. The new constitution was officially adopted on 2 February

1987.
The Constitution begins with a pre
articles. It established the Philippines a

where “sovereignty resides in the peop
emanates from them.” It allocates govern mental powers among the executive,

legislative, and judicial branches of the government.

; The Executive branch is headed by the president and his cabinet, whom

he-appoints. The president is the head of the state and the chief executive,
:. but his power is limited by significant checks from the two other co-equal
: branches of government, especially during times of emergency. This is put in
place to safeguard the country from the experience of martial law despotism
during the presidency of Marcos. In cases of national emergency, the
president may still declare martial law, but not longer than a period of sixty
e fiﬂ}fﬂ. Congress, through a majority vote, can revoke this decision, or extend
it for a p.eriod that they determine. The Supreme Court may also review the
?Ue:}ta}feazz: {r;f'hmartia% law and decide. if th.ere‘ were sufficient justifying facts
dirost mte- : e*prESldlent an_d the vice president are elected at large by a

, serving a single six-year term.

LA P ek B i P

amble and eighteen self-contained
s a “democratic republican State”
le and all government authority

oy

the ST; l:; Esgi];i:;e power resides in a Ccl)ngress divided into two Houses:
Wl b s e House of Representatives. The 24 senators are elected
- Year termg, Tli}e I-? ¥ Vﬂt?= and can serve no more than two consecutive six-
2 Darticulas ous:a is composed of district representatives representing

geographic area and makes up around 80% of the total number

f representat; '
1 nt - - . .
ole atives. There are 234 legislative districts in the Philippines that
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«oestiges of a disgraced dictatorship.” They decided to make

ct th&i[‘ T . i
S ePres_Eﬂtat_Wes to serve three-year terms. The 1987 Constitution. . -




preated a party-list system to provide spaces for the participation of unde,
represented community sectors or groups. Party-list representatives may fy
up not more than 20% of the seats in the House.

Aside from the exclusive power of legislation, Congress may also declare
b through a two-thirds vote in both upper and lower houses. The power of
legislation, however, is also subject to an executive check, as the president
retains the power to veto or stop a bill from becoming a law. Congress may
only override this power with a two-thirds vote in both houses.

The Philippine Court system is vested with the power of the judiciary
and is composed of a Supreme Court and lower courts as created by law, Th;
Supreme Court is a 15-member court appointed by the president without the
need to be confirmed by Congress. The appointment the president makes,
however, is limited to a list of nominees provided by a constitutionally
specified Judicial and Bar Council. The Supreme Court Justices may hear,
on appeal, any cases dealing with the constitutionality of any law, treaty, or
decree of the government, cases where questions of jurisdiction or judicial
error are concerned, or cases where the penalty is sufficiently grave. It
may also exercise original jurisdiction over cases involving government or
international officials. The Supreme Court is also in charge of overseeing
the functioning and administration of the lower courts and their personnel.

The Constitution also established three independent Constitutional
Commissions, namely, the Civil Service Commission, a central agency in
charge of government personnel; the Commission on Elections, mandated to
enforce and administer all election laws and regulations; and the Commission
on Audit, which examines all funds, transactions, and property accounts of

the government and its agencies.

To further promote the ethical and lawful conduct of the government,
the Office of the Ombudsman was created to investigate complaints that
pertain to public corruption, unlawful behavior of public officials, and other
public misconduct. The Ombudsman can charge public officials before the

Sandiganbayan, a special court created for this purpose.
___.-——-"'_-‘_-

Changing the Constitution is a perennial issue that crops uP, an
terms such as “Cha-Cha,” “Con-Ass,” and “Con-Con” are regular’y
thrown around. Article XVII of the 1987 Constitution provides for three
ways by which the Constitution can be changed.

Congress (House of Representatives and the Senate) may cnnVﬂnetEZ

a Constituent Assembly (or Con-Ass) to propose amendments

Constitution. It is not clear, however, if Congress is to vote isgi/singf/
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 there were efforts to amend or change the 198

| Jose Almonte drafted a constitution, but it wa
.. "ever prospered. The second effort happene
22 i:RMA hoped to gather signatures from vo
rough a people’s initiative. Many were ag

.pmvirled for in the Constitution. CF’“'ABB is also not' |
Another method is through the Constitutional Co i '
‘where Congress, upon a vote of two-thirds of allI;:e“tlon (or Con-Con),
R constitutional convention. They may also Subnitmtembers,'calls for
_the question of calling a convention through a majﬂrif the electorafte
members. In a Con-Con, delegates will propose amendmgn:()te - i'd! e
to the constitution, not Congress. The 1987 Constitution doess_": l;ewsufns
for a method by which delegates to the Con-Con are chosen e

The third method is called the “People’s Initiative” (or PI). In this method

amendments to the Constitution may be proposed by the people u or;
a petition of at least 12% of the total number of registered voters pAll
legislative districts must be represented by at least 12% of the regist:ered'
votes therein. No amendment is allowed more than once every five years
since a successful PL. The 1987 Constitution directs the Congress to enact
a law to implement provisions of the PI, which has not yet materialized.

Amendments or revision to the constitution shall be valid only when
ratified by a majority of the votes cast in a national referendum.

Only the House of Representatives can initiate the impeachment of

the president, members of the Supreme Court, and other constitutionally
as the Ombudsman. The Senate will then

protected public officials such
s another safeguard to promote moral and

try the impeachment case. This 1
ethical conduct in the government.

Attempts to Amend or Change the 1987 Constitution

vided for three methods by which the

Constitution can be amended, all requiring ratification by a majority vote
in a national referendum. These methods were Constituent Assembly,

Constitutional Convention, and "People's Initiative. Using these. modfes,
7 Constitution, starting with

ucceeded Corazon Aquino. The ﬁrs}:_
tary of National Security Counc.ﬂ:
g exposed to the media and 1t

d in 1997, when & group ca_l!ed_
e constituton

then Senator .

The 1987 Constitution pro

:the presidency of Fidel V. Ramos who s
attempt was in 1995, when then Secre

ters to change th
ainst this, including

; R islo."_'-.
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: sourt, and won-
Mirinm Defonsor-Santingo, who brought the ianue o l‘.ll 1 ): nm‘;l l:'; wit),
the Suprumu Court jlllluilu-_! Lthiat n |uu}|1|u'u inilhlt.l\'n eannok pue .mumh

without an enabling Inw,
Josoph Kjoreito lintradn, formed a study

commirsion to investignte the issues anrrounding l‘hnrl.lhl* t‘.fl:lll‘lkt‘ I':wunlng
on the economic and judicinry provisions of the conatitution. This offorg wyy
also blocked by difforent entitiea, After President Eatrada wis replaced by
'm-,uu",.-lh,-uplv Power and suceeedod hy hia Vico Proesident, !'.“-UI'I!II I\’lm'npngnl.
Arroyo, then House Spenker Joso do Veneein endorsed conatitutional changg
through a Constituent Assembly, which entanils o two-thirds vote of (he
House to propose amendmaonts or revision to the Conal itution, Thin initintive
was also not successful since the term of President Avroyo was mired iy
controversy nnd seandal, ineluding the possibility of Arroyo oxtending hor
term as president, which the Constitution does not allow,

The succeoding prosident

The administration of the succeoding Preaident Benigno Aquine 111
had no marked interest in charter change, excopt. those omanating from
different members of Congress, including the Speaker of the House, Feliciano
Belmonte Jr., who attempted to introduce amendments to the Conatitution
that concern economie provisions that aim toward liberalization, This effort
did not see the light of day,

Federalism in the Philippines was supported by Presidont Dutortein the
2016 presidential elections, saying that it will ovenly distribute wonlth
in the Philippines instead of concentrating it in Manila, the enpital of
the country. As a form of government, a contral governing authority and
constituent political units constitutionally share sovereignty. Applied to
the Philippines, the country will be broken into autonomous regions. liach
region will be further divided into loen| government units, The regions
will have the primary responsibility of industry development, publie
Haf'cty}:‘mdhinstructiun, education, healthearo, trangportation, nnd many
more. Kach region will also take char ¢ of thoei i 0 for
development, and laws exclusive to t.llfil‘ ufr:nl: t ;’I]:.I1:‘:?,:qiit:::;lillt::.::.n':: :::mt.
the other hand, will only handle gt P
?;eign : Meyird l]cﬁ,m:: f:“:::::t L“I‘.t'l:!ltt]rﬁ ufluul,mnnl l'nt‘ul't'fnt u'm.l:r:‘r
ih16 0] envefghah u;;d 2 Bo : 1ers, In this system, it is |Il!Hth|‘-
AE regions Lo share cortain powers.

Our current system is that of o unitary form, where administrativ®

WEI‘ » (L] ¥ ¥
;0 8 and resources are concentrated in the national mwurnmﬂ“l‘
Mayors and governors would have cota hem

to rely on allocations provided tot

82 - :
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m proposed budget that is also approved by the na
gﬂ ernment, & system prone to abuse, :

 There are many pros to a federal form of government. Each region
may custom it solutions to problems brought about by their distinct
gegg‘raphiﬂ, cultural, social, and economic contexts. Regions also hm,a.
more power over their finances, since they handle majority of their income
and only contributes to a small portion to the national government.
They can choose to directly fund their own development projects without
asking for the national gover nment’s go signal. A federal system could
also promote specialization, since the national government could focus
on nationwide concerns while regional governments can take care of
gdministrative issues.

tional

A federal form of government could also solve a lot of decade-old problems
of the country. It may be a solution to the conflict in Mindanao, since a
separate Bangsamoro region could be established for Muslim Mindanao,
It could address the inequality in wealth distribution and lessen the
dependence to Metro Manila, since regions can proceed with what they
have to do without needing to consider the situation in the capital.

g g e N R TN TR

There are also cons to federalism. While it creates competition among
i regions, it could also be a challenge to achieving unity in the country.
There might be regions which are not ready to govern themselves, or
have lesser resources. which could mire them deeper in poverty and make
‘development uneven in the counfry. There could be issues regarding
overlaps in jurisdiction, since ambiguities may arise where national ends
and regional begins, or vice versa. As a proposed solution to the contlict
in Mindanao. we must also remember that the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) has already been created, and the contflict

still continues. Federalism may not be enough for those who clamor®
separation.
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f"\H}' effort to shift the system of government also entails costs, and
it would not be cheap. It would cost billions to dismantle the current

| System and would take a long time before the system normalizes and
Irons out its kinks.
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- _‘In an upsurge of populism, President Rodrigo Duterte won the 2016
Presidential elections in a campaign centering on law and order, proposing
_ é&fduﬂe crime by }ciiiing tens of thousands of criminals. He i:? :‘I.Lim a known

ﬁ 'ocate of federalism, a compound mode of government combining a cent,ra;
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oF faderal governmoent w
This advocaey

ith regional governments in a single political system,

; Vi i part an influence of his background, being a loe
W Mindanao that has beo

At

al ]Q.’lder
n mired in poverty and violence for deeades,

¢ Decomber Y014 Prasident Duterte signed an executive order creating o
Consulianive conmmittee to review the 1987 Constitution,

Policies on Agrarian Reform
Agrarian veform is essentially the rectification of the whole system of

Agticulinee, an impartant aspeet of the Philippine economy because ne
‘\h‘

Sawi

arly

= . 5 " u . o
ol the population is employed in the agricultural sector, and most citizeng
Tive I raral areas, Agrarian reform iz centered on the relationship between

] %
Ty - .
DO

A and the distribution of land among farmers. It is also focused
on the political and economie elass character of the relations of production
and distribution in farming and related enterprises, and how these connect
o the wider class structure, Through genuine and comprehensive agrarian

i
~ .
TGO,

the Plubippines would be able to gain more from its agricultural
potential and uplift the Filipinos in the agricultural sector, who have been,
for the longest time, suffering in poverty and discontent.

In our attempt to understand the development of agrarian reform in the

Philippines, we furn our attention to our country’s history, especially our
colonial past, where we could find the root of the agrarian woes the country
has axperienced up to this very day.

Landownership in the Philippines under Spain

L  —

When the Spaniards colonized the country, they brought with them a
system of pue

puebio agriculture, where rural communities, often dispersed and
seattorad mnature, were organized into a pueblo and given land to cultivate:

Families were not allowed to own their land—the King of Spain m\‘ﬂf"i
the land, and Mlipinos were assigned to these lands to cultivate them, an

- . . . ~ . ‘o . f
they paid their colonial tributes to the Spanish authorities in the form ©
agricuitural products.

: i arded
Later an, through the Law of the Indies, the Spanish crown aw ar "
tracts of land to (1) religious orders: (2) repartamientos for Spanish ““lltita
» - - . e ; - e{
as rewand for their service; and (3) Spanish encomenderos. those mandat

e . g -.. 'ﬁrkt
manage the encomienda or the lands given to them, where Filipinos Wo©™ "

“ = o 11l t k
and paid their tributes to the encomendero. Filipinos were not givé pare
g : : oAt
right to own land, and only worked in them so that they might have &
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policies to increase the small landholders and distribute ownership to ,
bigger number of Filipino tenants and farmers. The Philippine Bill of 19¢9
provided regulations on the disposal of public lands. A private individuyg)
may own 16 hectares of land while corporate landholders may have 1,024

hectares. Americans were also given rights to own agricultural lands in

the country. The Philippine Commission also enacted Act No. 496 or the
Land Registration Act, which introduced the Torrens system to address the
absence of earlier records of issued land titles and conduct accurate land
surveys. In 1903, the homestead program was introduced, allowing a tenant
o enter into an agricultural business by acquiring a farm of at least 16
hectares. This program, however, was limited to areas in Northern Luzon
and Mindanao, where colonial penetration had been difficult for Americans,
a problem they inherited from the Spaniards.

Landownership did not improve during the American period; in fact,
it even worsened, because there was no limit to the size of landholdings
people could possess and the accessibility of possession was limited to those
who could afford to buy, register, and acquire fixed property titles. Not
all friar lands acquired by the Americans were given to landless peasant
farmers. Some lands were sold or leased to American and Filipino business
interest. This early land reform program was also implemented without
support mechanisms—if a landless peasant farmer received land, he only
received land, nothing more. Many were forced to return to tenancy and
wealthy Filipino hacienderos purchased or forcefully took over lands from
farmers who could not afford to pay their debts. The system introduced by
the Americans enabled more lands to be placed under tenancy, which led to
widespread peasant uprisings, such as the Colorum and Sakdal Uprising
in Luzon. Peasants and workers found refuge from millenarian movements
that gave them hope that change could still happen through militancy..

The Sakdal (or Sakdalista) Uprising was a peasant rebellion in
Central Luzon that lasted for two days, May 2-3, 1935. It was easily
crushed by government forces then, but this historical event tells of the
social inequality brought about by issues in land ownership and tenancy

in the country.

The Filipino word sakdal means “to accuse,” which is the title of the
newspaper helmed by Benigno Ramos. He rallied support from Manila

———
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the: National Resettlement and Rehabilitation Administration mARRA}
under the administration of President Ramon Magsaysay.

Magsaysay saw the importance of pursuing genuine land reform program
and convinced the Congress, majority of which were landed elites, to pass
legislation to improve the land reform situation. Republic Act No. 1199 ¢y
the Agricultural Tenancy Act was passed to govern the relationship between
landholders and tenant farmers, protecting the tenurial rights of tenantg
and enforced tenancy practices. Through this law, the Court of Agricultura]
Relations was created in 1955 to improve tenancy security, fix land rentals
of tenanted farms, and resolve land disputes filed by the landowners and
peasant organizations. The Agricultural Tenancy Commission was also
established to administer problems created by tenancy. The Agricultural
Credit and Cooperative Financing Administration (ACCFA) was also created
mainly to provide warehouse facilities and assist farmers in marketing
their products. The administration spearheaded the establishment of the
Agricultural and Industrial Bank to provide easier terms in applying for
homestead and other farmlands.

NARRA accelerated the government’s resettlement program and
distribution of agricultural lands to landless tenants and farmers. It also
aimed to convince members of the Huks, a movement of rebels in Central

Luzon, to resettle in areas where theyl could restart their lives as peaceful
citizens.

Despite a more vigorous effort toward agrarian reform, the situation for
the farmers remained dire since the government lacked funds and provided

inadequate support services for the programs. The landed elite did not fully
cooperate and they criticized the programs.

A major stride in land reform arrived during the term of President
Diosdado Macapagal through the Agricultural Land Reform Code (Republic
Act No. 3844).

Primary Source: Declaration of Policy under RA No. 3844 or
Agricultural Land Reform Code

Source: Section 2. Declaration of Policy—It is the policy of the State:

(1) To establish owner-cultivatorship and the economic family-size
farm as the basis of Philippine agricultyre and, as a consequence
divert landlord capital in agriculture to industrial development;

(2) To achieve a dignified existence for the small farmers free fro™
pernicious institutional restraintg and practices:

4@ AT R * ‘Readings in Philippincl—lismry
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. the tenant farmer, whether in land classified a8 la
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) hectares if not irrigated and three (3) hectares 1

7o create 8 ¢ruly viable social and economic structure in agriculture
ater productivity and higher farm incomes;

11 labor Jaws equally and without discrimination to both

d agricultural wage earners;
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systematic land resettlement
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rovide a more vigorous and

public land distribution; and
11 farmers more independent, self-reliant and
and a source of genuine strength in our
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responsible citizens,
democratic society.

Code abolished share ten
nvert tenant-farmers to lessees and later o

d to free tenants from tenancy and emphasize owner-
and farmer independence, equity, productivity improvement,
d distribution. Despite being one of the most comprehensive
gislation ever passed in the Philippines, Congress did
a separatebillto fund its implementation,

ficial in the provinces where it was pilot
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ancy in the Philippines and prescribed a
n owner-cultivators.
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program toco
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not make any effort tocome up with

despite the fact that it proved bene
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Agrarian Reform Efforts under Marcos
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- Landlessness increased, which made it al]

2. For the purpose of determining the cost of the lay
- the tenant-farmer pursuant to this Decree, the v

- - rage hap g

be equivalent to two and one-half (2 1/2) times the ave g:; 0 t¥Ost of ;i
3 ¢t b P i L 4 .. , . . »

three normal crop years immediately preceding the promulgation of

this Decree;

y 3 . i 9 : . an i " N k\‘. " S
The total cost of the land, including interest at the ; ate ul1 ;1\ () pop. 5

f ] : 3 MK b (1
centum per annum, shall be paid by the tenant in fitteen (18) yoarg op

fifteen (15) equal annual amortizations:

In case of default, the amortization due shall be paid by the farmepg
cooperative in which the defaulting tenant-farmer 1s 2 member, with
the cooperative having n right of recourse against him;

The government shall guaranty such amortizations with shares of stock
- In government-owned and government-controlled corporations;

- Notitle to the land owned by the tenant-farmers under this Decree shall b
actually issued to a tenant-farmer unless and until the tenant- farmer hag
become a full-fledged member of a duly recognized farmer’s cooperative;

Title to land acquired pursuant to this Decree or the Land Reform
Program of the Government shall not be transferable excopt by
hereditary succession or to the Government in accordance with the
provisions of this Decree, the Code of Agrarian Reforms and other
existing laws and regulations; 1

The Department of Agrarian Reform through its Secretary is horeby
empowered to promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation
of this Decree.

“Operation Land Transfer” on lands occupied by tenants
than seven hectares on rice and corn lands commenced, and through
legal compulsion and an improved delivery of support services to small
farmers, agrarian reform seemed to be finally achievable. Undor the rice
self-sufficiency program “"Masagana '99,” farmers were able to borrow from
banks and purchase three-hectare plots of lands and agricultural inputs.
However, the landlord class still found ways to circumvent the law. Because
only rice lands were the focus of agrarian reform, some landlords only needed
to change crops to be exempted from the program, such as coconut and suger

lands. Lands worked by wage labor were also ex
pejed S0 exempt from the ream, 80
the landed elite only had to evict their te 2 he progr

of  more

the more diff ' am
) & cl * the progrid
to succeed because landless peasants were excluded it for the prog

other methods were employed by the elite to find
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which were worsened by the corruption of M
s who were also involved in the agricultural sector. -

986 Agraridn Reform

b post-! i
The overthrow of Marcos and the 1987 Constitution resulted

in & renewed ; A
zon Aquino envisioned agrarian reform to be the centerpiece of her
(ora

iministrati on’s social legislation, which proved difficult because her
:ﬁckgrﬂund betrayed her—she came from a family of a wealthy and landed
(lan that owned the Hacienda Luisita.

interest and attention to agrarian reform as President

e T L g B i

; On 22 July 1987, Aquino issued Presidential Proclamation 131 and
. Executive Order 229, which outlined her land reform program. In 1988,
~ the Congress passed Republic Act No. 6657 or the Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Law (CARL), which introduced the program with the same name
(Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program or CARP). It enabled the
redistribution of agricultural lands to tenant-farmers from landowners, who
were paid in exchange by the government through just compensation and
allowed them to retain not more than five hectares. Corporate landowners
were, however, allowed under law to voluntarily divest a proportion of their
capital stock, equity, or participation in favor of their workers or other
qualified beneficiaries instead of turning over their land to the government.

_C‘f\RP was limited because it accomplished very little during the
mtﬂﬁ,@ of Aquino. It only accomplished 22.5% of land distribution in
unwmi:;::rg tz the fa’f’t that CDHETES:S, dominated by the landed elite, was
"’i"edincontmz the 1}1gh com}nensath costs of the program. It was also
ber relatives by eal;lfliy, =inoe Aquino seen:unglly bf)wed d?wn to the presaure of
Teorganized S ::;mg the stof:k redlstz:lbutlon option. Hacienda Luisita

a corporation and distributed stocks to farmers.

Und :
in aas ;r :lhe term of Presiden

I D funging

t Ramos, CARP implementation was speeded

me frame, despite limitations and constraints
£ Depﬂtt_ml%nt of Agrar; rticipation of involved sectors. By 1996, the
- g target ¢, b anan Reform (DAR) distributed only 58.25% of the total
._&_Tld:th_e_ d“'indljnm:fmd by the program. To address the lacking funding
R::l::.c Act N 3 353:1;; f;’; the implementation of CARP, Ramos signed
P ke =l Yearg, :

eet the ten-year ti
lngistics, and pa

93_*’0 amend’' CARL and extend the program to.
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' CARPER and the Future of Agrarian Reform in the

_ understand that it came with our cg]

a subéi_stence econom
; buwisfhandug) or the
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The new deadline of CARP expired in 2008, leaving 1.2 r;:lll{;?n f_armer
beneficiaries and 1.6 million hectares of agricultural lﬂl'ld to ‘;\I 1stributeq
to farmers. In 2009, President Arroyo signed Republlf:. Act : tf : 370.0 or
the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program Extensiﬁfl Wi lﬁ eformg
(CARPER), the amendatory law that extended the dea 1I$ 0 five more
years. Section 30 of the law also mandates that any case and/or pdmceedl_ng
involving the implementation of the provisions of CARP, as amended, Wthh
may remain pending on 30 June 2014 shall be allowed to proceed to itg
finality and executed even beyond such date.

From 2009 to 2014, CARPER has distributed a total of 1 milljgp
hectares of land to 900,000 farmer beneficiaries. After 27 years of lang
reform and two Aquino administrations, 500,000 hectares of lands remain
undistributed. The DAR and the Department of Environment and Naturg]
Resources (DENR) are the government agencies mandated to fulfill CARP
and CARPER, but even the combined effort and resources of the two
agencies have proved incapable of fully achieving the goal of agrarian reform
in the Philippines. The same problems have plagued its implementation:
the powerful landed elite and the ineffectual bureaucracy of the Philippine
government. Until these two challenges are surmounted, genuine agrarian
reform in the Philippines remains but a dream to Filipino farmers who have
been fighting for their right to landownership for centuries.

Evolution of Philippine Taxation

: In today's. world, taxation is a reality that all citizens must contend
with for the primary reason that governmen

ts raise revenue from the people
they govern to be able to function fully. In exchange for the taxes that people
pay, the government promises to improve the citizens’ lives through good
governance. Taxation, as a government mechanism to raise funds, developed
and evolved through time, and in the context of the Philippine;. we must
onial experience.

Taxation in Spanish, Philippines

ancestors were mainly involved ?

€ Payment of tribute or taxes ( b“hifx
brovide ]

¥, and while th
obligation tq

R
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The arrival of the Spaniards altered this subsistence system because
they imposed the pavment of tributos (tributes) from the Filipinos, similar
to what had been practiced in all colonies in America. The purpose is to
generate resources to finance the maintenance of the 1slands, such as salaries
of government officials and expenses of the clergy. The difficulty faced by the
Spaniards in revenue collection through the tribute was the dispersed nature
of the settlements, which they solved by introducing the svstem of reduccion
by creating pueblos. where Filipinos were gathered and awarded plots of
land to till. Later on, the settlements will be handled by encomenderos who
received rewards from the Spanish crown for their services. Exempted from
payment of tributos were the principales: alealde

s, gobernadores, cabezas
de barangay, soldiers.

members of the civil guard, government officials, and
vagrants,

The Filipinos who were once satisfied with agricultural production for
subsistence had to increase production to meet the demands of pavments
icultural system had to be introduced. Later on,

aid in cash and the rest with produce. This financed
the conquest of the Philippines.

and a more intensive agr
half of the tribute was p

Toward the end of the sixteenth century, the Manila-Acapulco trade

was established through the galleons. a way by which the Spaniards could
make sure that Furope:

an presence would be sustained. Once a vear, the
galleon would be loaded up with merchandise from Asia and sent to New
Spain (Mexico), and back. This improved the economy of the Philippines and
reinforced the control of the Spaniards all over the country. Tax collection
was still very poor and subsidy from the Spain would be needed through the
situado real delivered from the Mexican treasury to the Philippines through

the galleons. This subsidy stopped as Mexico became independent in 1820.

In 1884, the payment of tribute was put to a stop and was replaced by

4 poll tax collected through a certificate of identification called the cédula
Personal. This is required from every resident and must be ¢
traveling. Unlike the tribute, the payment of eédulas is by
by family. Payment of the cédula is progressiv

arried while
person, not

e and according to income
categories. This svstem, however, was a heavy burden for the peasants and

was easy for the wealthy. But because of this, revenue collection greatly
increased and became the main source of government income. The Chinese
in the Philippines were also made to pay their discriminatory cédula which
was bigger than what the Filipinos paid.
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Urbana is a tax on the annual re
industria is a tax on salaries, dividends,

_decrease in population in the seve

_characmﬁzed by the heavy burden placed on the Filipinos, and the corru

of _the principales, or the former datus and local elites who w

i bY the Spaniards to subjugate and control the natives on their pehalf. .
e pri_ncipales who were given positions such as cabezas de barangay °F aif“"f’es
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4 in 1878 and imposed on urban incomy,
ntal value of an urban real eatato un,j
and profits. These taxes wop,
activity excoept uuricultnru,

- Two direct taxes were adde

universal and affected all kinds of economic

~ which was exempt to encourage growth.

“Indirect taxes such as customs duties were imposed on exports ang
imports to further raise revenue, especially during the nineteenth contury
when economic growth increased exponentially. There were no excise thxoy
collected by the Spaniards throughout the years of colonialism.

The colonial government also gained income from monopolies, such ag
the sale of stamped paper, manufacture and sale of liquor, cockpits, and
opium, but the biggest of the state monopolies was tobacco, which began
in 1781 and halted in 1882. Only certain areas were assigned to cultivate
tobacco, which the government purchased at a price dictated to the growers,
This monopoly made it possible for the colony to create a surplusg of income
that made it self-sufficient without the need for the situado real and cven
contributed to the Treasury of Spain.

d labor. was a character of Spanish colonial taxation in the
Philippines and was required from the Filipinos. It proved useful in defending
the territory of the colony and augmenting the labor required by woodcutting
and shipbuilding especially during the time of the galleon trade. Through

the polo system, male Filipinos were obliged to serve, a burden that resulted
te and flight to the mountains, which led to a

nteenth century. This changed later on, 88
ganized at the municipal level.
as the building of roads and
ht guards.

to 16

Force

in an increase in death ra

polos and servicios became lighter, and was or

Labor provided was used in public works, such
bridges. Some were made to serve the municipal office or as nig

Males were required to provide labor for 40 days a year (reduced
days a year in 1884). They may opt out by paying the fallas of three pesos
per annum, which was usually lost to corruption because it was collected at
the municipal level and were known as caidas or droppings. The polos would
be called prestacién personal (personal services) by the second half of the

nineteenth century.

Taxation in the Philippines during the Spanish colonial period was

ptiﬂn

ere co-OP
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cannot be changed for four years, but the tax is increased every year.
For t?“'?‘e reasons, for two years now the payment of tax i confused
;nsﬁ'::;;i:; c-]liltet:{o \:llw ‘il‘ven* ‘jt‘ the residents ‘Iu‘rv of the \\‘or?i\ acant”
X mm-‘ thljl- l.li"ll‘l auu-v.stur:ia had h:m'vd ‘t:u much, ll‘w voault
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ithout stating whether it is five centavos, twenty-five centayog
L]

- paid, W
thousand pesos, The residents who ask or get the

S

-
)

% ane hundred, or one
? said receipt accept it with closed eyes. The receipt has no signature j,
) the place where the amount paid ought to be, although it bears thej,.
5 8 name. Until now I cannot comprehend why some are signed and otherg
* X are not. This is more or less what is happening here in the payment of
the land tax and it has been so for many years since I can remembey,
o Besides this. the taxes on the plants in the fields that are far frop
the town, like the land in Pansol, are various. The tax on the palay ig
separate from the tax on maize, mongo, or garlic. There is no limit to thig
tax, for they fix it themselves. Since July no one buys sugar and since
June locusts are all over the town and they are destroying palay and
_ sugar cane, which is what we regret here. The governor gave 50 pesos
to pay the catchers of locusts, but when they took them to the town hall
they were paid only 25 cents a cavan and a half; and it secems that the
locusts are not decreasing. According to the guess of the residents here
only 300 cavanes of locusts have been caught in this town. Many still
remain. Though the governor has not sent any more money, the people
i have not stopped catching them.
Taxation under the Americans
The Americans who acquired the Philippines aimed to make the economy
self-sufficient by running the government with the smallest possible sum of
revenue and create surplus in the budget. From 1898 to 1903, the Americans
followed the Spanish system of taxation with some modifications, noting .
that the syvstem introduced by the Spaniards were outdated and regressive. i
The military government suspended the contracts for the sale of opium,
lottery, and mint charges for coinage of money. Later on, the urbana would
be replaced by tax on real estate, which became known as the land tax. The
land tax was levied on both urban and rural real estates.
.‘5 The problem with land tax was that land titling in the rural area was
very disorderly: the appraising of land value was influenced by political and
ﬁ familial factors and the introduction of a taxation system on agriculturﬂ1
§ land faced objections from the landed elite. Tax evasion was prevalent,
% : egpecially among the elites.
f ~ The Internal Revenue Law of 1904 was passed as a reaction to the
3 prqb!c;ms of collecting land tax. It prescribed ten major sources of revenué:
(1) licensed taxes on firms dealing in alcoholic beverages and tobacco:
96 = e Readings in Philippine History {




T

: jong, (9) taxes on business and mmmfucturmg,
G SENR ' / ..
b Hﬁ:&ﬂﬂuf‘.

G e tnxes on aleoholic beverages and tobaceo products,
o nltl hankers, (4) document stamp taxes, (b

3 B Al A LN

hank

: , forest product
; rance companies, ('7) taxes on _
ance nnd insu

(3) taxes on

(6) taxes on
8, (8) mining
and (10) occupationa]

: 'i-l_uil_l I

Phe cédula went through cihrillgcs in tht,;.nm.:. la:,v :E J:: .
It male, which resulted in a great decline i ’ .

por adu ore nuthorized to double the fee for th e oédula
pl‘ﬂ\'imjuﬂ_l W nd maintenance of roads. The s .
cnetruction & ity and became a highly complex systom that asmgne.d
e mm'":l' ”'I.‘ industrial or commercial activity according to their -
; “m‘“:l'l;l’fimtl‘]-':'«‘ new act also imposed a percentage tax on saleg payable
yofitability. ' ne
Luur!.l‘l'l)“.

ate was fixeq
In 1907, some
to support the
as levied on the

3, the Underwood-Simmons Tariff Act was passed, resulting in a

¢ m?‘h » ‘evenue of the government. as export taxes levied on sugar,

reduction in the n.l o0 i sl o i 1'055’ = Govemor

goer hf\nm:l:tnl(h]."“m Harrison urged that tax receipts be lncreﬂse(i

S "““f 1-"1“ > I;NH. Minor changes were made to the 1904 Interna

b :':“l i‘:)llln'lll]-(;q Iiw imposition of taxes on mines, petroleum products,
Revenue Act such as the

'0C LS ; h 1CCO.
d dl'"h,‘l‘ﬂ l'lr I’t"t-l'f?]("'-" m pl {J'LIULLS Jnd tﬂ' [
am

ces of taxes were introduced later on. In 191:4, ar& 1}*1(:911;;;&2
N;—\\\’ Ht’lllli[-l'tl 1919, an inheritance tax was created; and in meJnt
wusl ||1t.t'0{111:!t.tt'. ]-p;l(.:‘H.t.nlﬁlliHh“d to create more revenu:e for the govern men;;
oo w.: ’ reations were not enough to increase govern
However, these new cre:
revenues,

‘iod
Taxation during the Commonwealth Per

S ——— —

. the taxation
New measures and legislation were mtroduC? eat?t}lll_l?:(?ome tax rates
S¥stem appear more equitable during the Commc}[}ndividual net incomes in
Were inerensed in 1936, adding a surtax rate 01’1 1(-- ns were also increased.
exeess of 10,000 pesos, Income tax rates of ?Ol‘pma ,10‘ d to be a progréssive
I 1937, the eédula tax was abolished, which appeare ry citizen aged 18
move; but in 1940, a residence tax was imposed on every
Years old and on every corporation.

: - al
- drafte National Intern
In 1939, the Commonwealth government drafted the

as follows:
. : » new tax system,
*renue Code, intl'oducing major changes in the new

income was
- urtax on Incol
il e normal tax of three percent and the s

' ogressive rate.
replaced by o single tax at a progressive r

97
» History
3 Philippine Hi
Chapter ¢ | Social, Political, Beonomic, and Cultural Issues in



_ A g e s o g e e
L e s T e et L e e

; :
:_j'
3
ot
o
3
i
%

g % ".-"P_Eirsunal exemptions were reduced. , |
s slightly increased by introducing taxeg

: 8, Corporation income tax wa ;
e ame of dead persons,

on inherited estates-or gifts donated in then

s 4. Tiie cumulative séles tzixt was replaced by a single turnover tax of

10% on luxuries.

. 5 Taxes on liquors, cigarettes, forestry products, and mining were

_increased.

6.  Dividends were made taxable.

structure was an improvement of the earlier system

The introduced tax
ained inequitable. The lower class

introduced by the Americans, but still rem
still felt the bulk of the burden of taxation, while the upper class, the landed
elite or the people in political positions, were able to maneuver the situation
that would benefit them more. The agriculture sector was still taxed low to
promote growth, but there was no incentive for industrial investment to take

root and develop.

Finally, a common character of taxation during the American occupation
in the Philippines was not used to diversify the economy or direct economic
development as some sectors still carried the disproportionate share of the

tax burden.

As World War II reached the Philippine shores, economic activity was
put to a stop and the Philippines bowed to a new set of administrators, the
Japanese. The Japanese military administration in the Philippines during
World War II immediately continued the system of tax collection introduced
during the Commonwealth, but exempted the articles belonging to the
Japanese armed forces. Foreign trade fell and the main sources of taxation:
came from amusements, manufactures, professions, and business licenses.
As the war raged, tax collection was a difficult task and additional incomes
of the government were derived from the sales of the National Sweepstakes
and sale of government bonds.

The expenditure of the Japanese military government grew greatly,

“and they issued military notes in order to cover the costs of the war.

Fiscal Policy from 1946 to Present

The impact of the war on the Philippine economy was effectively

~ disparate, as Manila, the capital, was razed to the ground while the rest

of the Philippines was relatively untouched. But the highly agriculture:
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The impetus for ecconomie {{I'lJWl-h came during the timoe of Progident
Blpidio Quirino through the implementation of import and exchangoe
controls that led to import substitution development, I'hix poliey allowed
for the expansion of a viable manufucturing soctor that vedueod seonomic
dependence on imports, New tax moensures were nlso passod, which ineludod
higher corporate tax rates that inereased governmoent revenuoes-—Lnx rovente
in 1953 increased twolold compared to 1948, the yenr whon Quirine fira
assumed presidency.

While the succeeding presidencios of Magsaysay, Garein, and Mucenpigal
promised to study the tax structure and policy of the countrey (through the
creation of a Tax Commission in 1969 by moeans of Republic Act No, 2211)
to make way for n more robust and efficient tnx collection sehome, post-war
fiscal policy remained regressive, characterized by the overburdening of the
lowest classes while the landed olite who held business intorests were in
Congress to ensure that tnxes would not he lovied to them who belonged to the
higher classes of society. The period of the post-war republic also gaw a rise
incorruption. rom 1969 o 1968, Congress did not pras any tax h‘la'i”“”i“".
despite important changes in the cconomy and the vested intercsts ol
Filipino businessmen in Congress would manifest in muny mstances mueh an
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Qarters of tax revenues and the Omnibus Tax Linw of 1HG0 did notinereass
the ratig of income tax to general tax revenue, Colleetion “““}""‘: rmnmim"il'
Door; tax structure was still problematic; and much of publie l“f“l" “‘”::
logt, ¢ corruption, which loft the government incapable of funding prajects
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‘at an average annual rate of 15% and generated a low tax yield. Tax effh;. :
: .deﬁ_n.ed. as the ratio between the share of the actual tax collection in gy, ",
domestic product and predictable taxable capacity, was at-a low 10.7%, .

.+ As Corazon Aquino took the helm of the government after the EDgy
:R_ewolutiun, she reformed the ‘tax system through the 1986 Tax Refory,
Prqgmm.- The aim was to improve the responsiveness of the tax systep,
promote equity by ensuring that similarly situated individuals and firms beu;
the same tax burden, promote growth by withdrawing or modifying taxes
that reduce incentives to work or produce, and improve tax administration
by simplifying the tax system and promoting tax compliance.

A major reform in the tax system introduced under the term of Aquing
was the introduction of the value-added tax (V. AT), with the following

features:
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on sale of domestic and imported goods

1. uniform rate of 10%
and foreign-currency

and services and zero percent on exports
denominated sales;

R

2. ten (10) percent in lieu of varied rates applicable to fixed taxes (60
advance sales tax, tax on original sale, subsequent
miller’s tax, contractor’s tax, broker’s
excise tax on solvents and

i AL TG

£ nominal rates),
sales tax, compensating tax,
5 tax, film lessors and distributor’s tax,
: matches, and excise tax on processed videotapes;

3. two percent tax on entities with annual sales or receipts of less

than 5,200,000;
4. adoption of tax credit method of calculating tax by subtracting tax
on inputs from tax on gross sales;
5. exemption of the sale of basic commodities such
it and marine_food products in their original state,
il petroleum products and fertilizers; and

as agriculture
price-regulated

additional 20% tax on non-essential articles such jewelry, perfumes,
toilet waters, yacht, and other vessels for pleasure and sports. |

88, While it was
s would reduc®

s 6.

The VAT law was signed in 1986 and put to effect in 19
a reliable source of revenue for the government, new tax law
its reliability as legislated exem_ptions grew.
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~ Along with tax reform came the administrative reforms, such 85 t::
_ restructuring of the Department of Finance and its attached agemy'; : !
: Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) through the Executive Order 127 8%l
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pion was
rosult of the

et rose, ine
cal stability during the administration of Fidel Ramos
) gllowed for continued economic ;‘:rnwt.hi The Ramos administration
hl {toitsown tax roform program in 1997 through the Comprehensive
X Prograt. which was implemented to (1) make the tax system
Tl“ od, simple, and with reasonable tax rates; (2) minimize tax
';"-wd‘bab't,:llm\‘t‘ d by existing flaws and loopholes in the system; (3)
*‘ww payments by increasing tax exemptions levels, lowering the
- dure: and (4) rationalize the grant of

aact tax rates, and simplifying proce
hich was estimated to be worth 531.7 billion pesos in 1994.

reasing from 10.7% in 1086 to 16,4% in 1992.
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 yincentives, W
 The VAT ba
 epublic Act 7716
Restored the VAT exemptions for all cooperatives (agricultural,
electric, credit or multipurpose, and others) provided that the

share capital of each member does not exceed 515,000 pesos.
erage of the term “simple processes” by including
effectively narrowing the tax base for food

in 1997 to include services, through

se was also broadened
roved VAT law were as follows:

The features of the imp

L.

2. Expanded the cov
broiling and roasting,
products. o

3. Expanded the coverage of the term “original state” by including

molasses.

4. Exempted from the VAT are the following:

* Importation of meat

*  Sale or importation of coal and natural gas in whatever form

or state

i . ;

A iEdu_Catljnnal services rendered by private educational
nStltutlmns duly accredited by the Commission on Higher
Education (CHED)

Hou :
se and lot and other residential dwellings valued at 51

m]]llﬂn and be]0w .
' ] SUb]ect t d' o
Price Index ( CPD) o adjustment using the Consumer

S Lease of reg; : '
el more tha;eglsdgntlal_ uz?lts with monthly rental per unit of not
b »000, subject to adjustment using CPI
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“d tax audits were intensified; computerization was introduced;
.3 relatively voduced, which improved the trugt in the BIR
tax reform of the Aquino administration, hoth
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*  Sale, importation, printing, or publication of books anq
| - newspaper .“‘?
o The succeeding term of President Joseph Estrada in 1998 was toq g, “
to constitute any change in the tax system. Then Vice Presidem;'(;;10?1F
Macapagal-Arroyo was swept to power through another EDSA REVDlutigla
As president, she undertook increased government spending With():é
adjusting tax collections. This resulted in large deficits from 2002 to 2004

The government had to look for additional sources of revenue, and in 2005'
the Expanded Value-Added Tax (E-VAT) was signed into law as Republic Au;
9337. This expanded the VAT base, subjecting to VAT energy products syc},
as coal and petroleum products and electricity generation, transmission, anq
distribution. Select professional services were also taxed. In February 200g

the VAT tax rate was also increased from 10% to 12%. i

As President Benigno Aquino IIT succeeded President Arroyoin 2010, he
promised that no new taxes would be imposed and additional revenue would
have to come from adjusting existing taxes. The administration ventured into
the adjustment of excise tax on liquor and cigarettes or the Sin Tax Reform,
motivations for which was primarily fiscal, public health, and social order-
related considerations. Republic Act 10351 was passed, and government
revenues from alcohol and tobacco excise taxes increased. Collections from
tobacco and alcohol in 2015 made up 1.1% of the Gross Domestic Product
and the improvement in tax collection resulted in the Philippines receiving

.a credit rating upgrade into investment grade status. The Sin Tax Reform

was an exemplar on how tax reform could impact social services as it allowed
for the increase of the Department of Health budget (triple in 2015) and
free health insurance premiums for the poor people enrolled in PhilHealth
increased (from 55.2 million in 2012 to 515.4 million in 2015).

The administration of the new President Rodrigo Duterte promised
tax reform, particularly in income taxes as it vowed to lower income tax
rates shouldered by working Filipinos. The present income tax scheme of
the country is the second highest in Southeast Asia-and the current 1aws

' ‘on income taxes were outdated as they were drafted two decades ago- The

proposed tax reform also seeks to limit VAT exemptions and increase excise
taxes on petroleum products and automobiles. It is hoped that reforms in the
country’s tax policy will result in the much-desired economic developmen®

that will b:_a felt even by the lowest classes in society.




he space provided.

Write true if the statement is true. Otherwise, write

falsein®t
: i 1. The 1935:5 Cammor_twealth Constitution was a result of the
T3 passage 1n the United States Congress of the Hare-Hawes-
Cutting Act. :

9. The Philippine Commonwealth was interrupted by thé Cold
War. | e

3. Before 1973, the constitution in effect in the Philippines
was the 1935 Constitution.

4. Landownership in the Philippines during the Spanish
colonial period was a great source of hatred and resentment
among the Filipinos.

5. The American period ushered in a great improvement in

lJandownership in the country.
Agrarian reform under the dictator Ferdinand Marcos was
a failure.

The cédula personal was optional during the Spanish

period.
mericans after World

Direct taxation was suggested by the A
as declined it.

Sy g
War II, but then President Manuel Rox
—_ 9. The VAT or value-added tax was introduced during the
time of President Elpidio Quirino.
—— 10" The Sin Tax Reform is a good example on how tax reform
could impact social services.
HiBtOr‘ :
ica .
b Dl Repﬂll'tmg. Form groups with four to five members each.
na particular current event or issue in the country that spans
he roots of the issue

- Btleagt ¢ .

- ang pm;::e periods in Philippine history, tracing t
o Broup'y g i .sﬂlutions or recommendations a
T nding in class.

- oPter4|Soclal, ;
_. _ Political, Economle, and Cultural Issues in Philippine History

fterward. Present the

I8 e i

P




o with four to five members eag)y

i l'ul‘up.;ruphic Fxhibit. Form group
itical, economie, ¢

Bach group will think of n gpecific gocial, pol

cultural issue in tho Philippines. Resear
recommendations and golutions. Hold an exhibit in the campug ¢

ghowease your research,
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Doing History: A Guide for
Students

Learning Objectives:
To manifest interest in local history and cultura
s in writing the history of one’s

1 heritage.

e Toapply historiographical method
locality or country.

¢  To incorporate technology in the discipline of history.

s To appreciate the value of doing history to the present day.

t we know our history. We must
e can contribute to the narrative of the nation

our past and our present. This chapter
ave learned in the previous chapters in
11 be given to doing online research.
and local/oral histors. Az

It is not enough tha also realize that

- 8 agents of social change, W
bY.PaYtiCipating in writing about
f““flfses on applying the skills we h
Writing history. Special attention wi

::?fﬂ:jf/alfchival research, biographies/life history,
-~ 2dditional discussion on interacting with history through historical skrmes

- and my, % , e _
.._l_cdi_m_USepms‘ will also help us in appreciating the story of the past F I
- €8 to life through our own experiences in visiting and interarme 515

thaabepe il 00 s o
¢ learning spaces.
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Lt ua etact with the flest tool that any stadent nowadnys would use ¢
do roserreh-the Tnternet, 1t has Increnaingly hocome the primary means by
which anyone would find any lnformation that they need, With a ginglo Llu-k
atudonta ave nble to necons tons and toni of avallable information. So myey
information, in fact, that it would be enay to got loat in all the data available,

Ivborapace i n gent resouree for reronreh 1F you lkknow how to use jt
properly. Remember that juat because information is available does not
menn you should juat get it and use it right nway-—-appropr inting something,
auch an an ddea, niyours i conatdored plaginriam, which in one of the worgt
erimea in the neademoe, Treat nnything you find online na n source and use
the aame historien] mothoda you have lenrned to analyzo the dnta you get
online,

A wimplo akill that will got you far in doing historical research online
in knowing where 1o look and hote to look, Search engino wobsites such as
Yuhoo! (www.yahoo,com) or Google (www.google.com) could lead you to a lot
of mources with the right senrch atvings, A search string is n combination of
worda that you use to come up with rolevant results and lead you to what
you are looking for, The more rofined your sonreh string 18, the more definite
and refined the rosulta will be,

(loogle nlro provides itn own eustomized platform for scholarly research,
enlled Google Scholnr (www.neholnrgooglo.com), You may use it to find
electronic journal articlos, matorinla from institutionnl repositories, and
book chapters from many difforent sourcos, It could be a good starting point
in building your resenreh by providing you an overview of existing published
material for your topie, Googlo Books (www books.google.com) also prnvi(lt‘ﬁ
sourcen for acanned books, where you may be able to read some chapters
for free, This could bo usoful if you want to know if n cortain book wounld be

useful to your resenreh bofore going to a physieal library to loan the book or
photocopy pages ol it.

Sometimes, n simplo search onlino is all you need to find the data you
noed, And most often, one of the fivst rosults that will como out will be pages
from Wikipodin, Wikipedin ia the bigpost open source eneyclopedia in the
whola of eyborapaco, In 2017, it haa 40 million articles in 298 languages
Boing an opon nource eneyelopodin, anyono could contribute or edit articles
~in the site, which makea some of the information in the site unreliabl®

Nonetheless, Wikipedia provides a usoful launch pad to sources that you

L

; lﬂﬁ : = jlennllninn in |?lniil‘1]1sﬁg Wistory
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g -: There are websites that you may use to legally download scanned copies
of books and other materials for free, especially those books with expired
d are in public domain. Project Gutenberg (www.gutenberg.

* . copyrights an
i 1dest digital library in the world, founded in 1971. It has more

is the 0
thanlsﬁ';fl 000 items in its collection, which include many works concerning
the Philippines, such as the Doctrina Cristiana (the first published book
:the Philippines), the published travelogues of foreigners who visited the
philippines such as Jagor, de Comyn, Virchow, Foreman, and Worcester;
Anstin Craig’s biography of Rizal, and all volumes of Blair and Robertson’s”
The Philippine Islands: 1493-1898. Another online archive you may use is
[nternet Archive (www.archive.org), an online library that originally sought
to archive web history, but grew later on to provide digital versions of other
works. The archive contains 279 billion web pages, 11 million books and

texts, four million audio recordings, three million videos, one million images,
and 100,000 software programs.

Philippine government websites (www.gov.ph) are starting to be
enriched with sources that may be used for historical research, especially
on laws and other government issuances that may be useful when doing
topics of a more contemporary period. Websites of newspapers, magazines,
broadcasting stations, and other media outlets usually keep an archive of
their articles from a particular date. For older issues, you may have to find
copies, either digitized or physical copies, in the library.

Doing Historical Research in Libraries and Archives

.-_‘-—-‘_‘—d—_

At thl:zemh in libraries and archives is necessary in the study of history
' are repositories of primary and secondary sources that allow us

| ©create narpqts
| holargy; tives of the ‘past through accepted methods of historical

arddnii'glxa unp;rati"e upon students to be able to develop an aptitude
1 Searc i - - -
Tical resegrel, In these venues so as to further develop their skills in

 higy

; ; ;
hapter 5 | Doing History: A Guide for Students 1

3 in the articles, which could lead you to a source you m&}'usefor P I-"
S research. However, exercise caution in using this site, as ﬁlany i
o mdeme frown upon research that utilizes Wikipedia. Asa pract_icé, Ll
- ikipedia to gain a general overview of what you need to know so that you
ded in looking for credible and reliable sources that you need for

for research. When you read from wf_klpedm’ look at thelmked
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StUde“tB of history are usually expected to write historical essays ayg

. or historical research papers, and this entails the collection of data thmugh Rl
- primary sources. There are available primary sources on Philippine hlstgry
nl}hne however, much' remains to be digitized and made accessible ¢,
- the public. Libraries and archives still provide more variety of sources g
different formats such as books, journal articles, newspapers, magazineg =~
photographs, and even audio and video recordings. But sifting through al] ths; ;
materials available might prove to be a daunting task for the unacquainteg,

* Nowadays, libraries have forgone the tedious and antiquated carq
cataloging system and have been using the digital version to catalog their
holdings, called the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC), sometimes simply
the Library Catalog. In this system, instead of going through each entry on
physical index cards, a simple search will yield the holdings of the library
related to what you are searching for. Searching by subject will give you a
list of sources, primary and secondary, to aid you in creating a preliminary

biography that you may later on access physically in the holdings of the
library.

A problem that could arise this way is when the search yields too
many results—sifting through these may need a more refined search string
using more definite keywords to limit the results. For example “Philippine
History” as a search string would result in hundreds, even thousands of
materials. Limit it to particular keywords that focus on your topic, such as

“Philippine Revolution,” “Emilio Aguinaldo,” “Declaration of Independence,”
and other more defined strings.

The catalog lists down all kinds of materials available based on the
subject used in the search. These could be books, journals, maps, and other
materials that fit what you might be looking for. Do not limit yourself to
using books and other published materials when you may be able to utilize

other forms of sources. Materials that may be too old to be physically handled
may also be available in digital form or microfilm.

The. National Library of the Philippines in Ermita, Manila provides
a rich treasure trove of materials for the student-researcher interested i
Philippine history, especially in their Filipiniana section. It has a valuable
Rizaliana collection, several sets of Blair and Robertson’s The Philippiné :
Islands, 1493-1898, rare Filipiniana books, Philippine Presidential Papers:
and other materials that are accessible to the public, especially to students:

- Research in archives may be a lot more difficult and prove to be 00
' advanced but will provide you with many sources not available in the usus)

193 - - Readings inP-hiiippine'Hisfory :
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praries: Th tional Archives of.the Philippines, also in Manila is an

of the government m '
- gency andated to collect, store, preserve, and make

 availab
 the history and _deivelop ment of the Philippines. Most of the materials he
' : re,

E ~ocially for the years of Spanish coloniali i v i
fll::l may not be accessible to college stude?:Ts'.a};?.ill:no?}-;Zf;r;f;?l?lllanguage
B et and it would not hurt to ask assistance from the staff in thae Z:l?iyv:;
The libraries in the University of the Philippines in Diliman Quezon
ldings that could also be useful in research. The cf;llections
n the Main Library in Gonzales Hall are rich in resources
serials, theses, and dissertations.

- city have ho
. articularly 1
~ especially the
Other university libraries are

Filipiniana section,
also accessible to the public. The Ateneo de
Manila University in Quezon City holds the American Historical Collection,
arich sourcé for the American period in the Philippines. The University
. of Santo Tomas in Espana, Manila also has collections from the sixteenth

- century, owing to the fact that it is the oldest Catholic university in the

country and is @ historic site in itself.

ions also have archives that may be used
Center at the Church of Jesus Christ of
resource for research on genealogies. The
Kaisa-Angelo King Heritage Center
in the Philippines and In

nila has immense Church
useum,

Private libraries and institut

 for research. The Family History

[atter-Day Saints is a generous
Chinben See Memorial Library 1n
r - offers resources on Chinese and Filipino-Chinese
~ Southeast Asia. The Archdiocesan Archives of Ma
| data sources. Your city or town may have its own local archives, m
or public library where you may access primary sources and other materials

for your research.

i s i

Doing Life Histories and Biographical Research

ol SFUinng history is always focused on history of nations
oy ectives. Studying the life of an individual 1s often incidental to

- “vent that has been significant to the Lit that he or s

ha . ! - - -
his;:penw to contribute to. Life history is pdiscipline of
0 ' - . N 7 o
Iy because it is seen as trivial to larger narratives of nations: societ1es.

.\_and Civilivat: .
indiﬁd"l?hlzfltlons. However, students of history should realize that the
fcrogg pjri lz a significant contributor to various historical breakfhm“ghs
-t gy 10'-'%19{ time. Individuals make up societies an
e ) alfge-SCale social change.

and different
a greater

life of a larger u
an oft-neglected su

i Ty =Lt o Uity e

Chapter 5 | Doing History: A Guide for Students

Je records of the government and other primary sources pertaining to

d indi\'idual qctions
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can also influence large spaces and many places. For example, Jesus Chriss 5

~an individual, influenced the whole world. The faith and the religion thas

started also launched wars, created civilizations, lasted for manyv centuries
and persist up to the present. Jose Rizal, on the other hand, influenced many
generations of Filipinos. His novels inspired radical Filipinos to fight ¢h.
colonizers, and his death was seen as the tipping point of the revolution
However, his influence was limited to the Philippines.

These examples are cases of exceptional individuals. History has
proven that their lives, their exploits, and their legacies had a huge impac:
in the society where they belonged. Nevertheless, the writing of life history
should not be limited to great individuals like heroes, prophets. or world
leaders. Ordinary individuals should also be able to locate themselves in the
pages of history. One should see himself as a part of a larger history and ne
as a separate and remote entity unaffected by what is happening aroungd
him. Doing life histories should be accompanied by locating the life of the
individual in the larger social life.

Indeed, people’s interest in history can be perked up once they realize
that their lives can be plotted alongside the trajectory of history of a larger
nation, society, or even local community. There is after all. a mutual
constitution between history and biography. However, doing a life history is
not an easy task. The researcher should be able to identify different factors
that affected the life of the person he is trving to study. Some social scientists
would lament that studying individuals tend to be more complicated than
studying societies. Individuals are distinct, unigue, and dynamic. The life
historian or the biographer should identify aspects of the individual's ife In
order to properly historicize his life.

For example, studying the life of Jose Rizal does not only require looking
at big events in his life that affected the nascent nation, like the publication
of his novels, his exile to Dapitan, or his execution in Bagumbayvan. A more
thorough understanding of Rizal's life necessitates looking at different
aspects of his life that affected his persona. Examples are his family, his
education, his peers, his travels, and even his affections. In relation to this
one should also look at the context where Rizal existed. It is worthwhile 1@
ask, for example, about Rizal’s hometown. What were the characteristics of
Calamba, Laguna in the nineteenth century? What was the most comn®
]jvel_ihoud in that town? Was it a rich progressive mun.icip aliry‘? What was
the terrain like? Was it an agricultural locality? These questions will £
context to Rizal's childhocd and family.

0 " Readings in Philippine History
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ruligl‘imw belief, clfumit_:l.u'r. i'nl,ur‘unf-ﬂ. and values, In the game example
getting to know Rizal's family and gonoalogy would tell us about Ri p!"
cociocconomic status, Such will answor other questions about Rimllzli.lks
How did he afford to study in good schools in Manila even thqugh.h‘: “l,a‘:
an indio? What were his interests in the Calamba hacienda im:ident‘?‘ Who
instilled upon him the value of edueation? Who was his greatest infinjence?
And so on.

[nstitutions where the individual belonged should also be looked
at in studying his life history. If the family and the community where he
belonged will give us clues about his early life, the latter stages of his life
can be understood with certain activities and learning that he had as he
affiliated in different institutions like schools, organizations, fraternity,
church, and interest groups. In the case of Rizal, for example, one can learn
a lot about the development of his ideas by knowing the kind of education
taught at the Universidad de Santo Tomas and Ateneo Municipal. His
political opinions and biases shaped his work with the Propagandistas in

Europe and in his stint in La Solidaridad. Institutions, indeed, are not only

shaped by individuals. [nstitutions also shape individuals.

may be studied in order to come up with a deeper
ooming out to the national

g with is also helpful.

Other aspects that
life history are sector, ethnic group, and culture. 7
history of the country where that individual identifie
Understanding these seemingly mundane aspects of an individual’s life
would provide historians insightful information that will allow him, not just
to simply state facts about the individual but also to make sense of these

racts and establish connections about different aspects of the individual’s life
inorder to understand the person that he has become.

Doing Local and Oral History

ght to students in schools
verage
of

The history subjects and courses usually tau

18 aly i PR 10ds,
arge :}’s expansive and taught in broad strokes of historical periods,
Paces, and of prominent personalities. Little is

E L . -
“p hm_’_“f local history. Local history is the study of the history of:2

Partj

cula :
£ mﬂtinubnfsf Dmmu.nlty or a smaller unit of geography. Debates,
G Y persist on the definition of this subdiscipline, partlcuiarly'

1
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on subjects of national importance byt
- Nevertheless, this limitation should en

B | b

""" the'subject of its study. Does local history study local communities? 1o, 4

institutions? Local groups? Local herces? In recent studies, local higy,,

tends to cover all of these topics. Local historians study tht? history of locg)
institutions like churches. They also study the local economies, IDC‘?[ hefﬂeg, '

and local events. Local history, thus, is also a br‘oad and dyn:amlc fielq of
inquiry that aims to have an in-depth understanding of a certain locale,

' The most compelling question, however, is why study and dolocal histoyys
In the first chapter, we discussed how history could serve as a repositor,,
of collective memory. Such memory is important in forging of nationa]
unity through identification with a common collective past. I‘Ie‘d"ertl'nvalesg1
nationalism, like other ideologies, when taken into extreme can produce the
most horrendous of human tragedies. The atrocities of the Second Worlg
War that killed six million Jewish people in Europe were perpefrated hy
an extreme nationalist rhetoric propagated by Nazi Germany. Totalitarian
states at present, like the North Korea, also use nationalism in Justifying
the dictatorial and anti-democratic character of the country. In these cases
of extreme nationalism, history is being used by states in forms of officia]
national history to rally the people behind them. :

Local history can serve as a balancer of these tendencies by showing the
peculiarities in certain locales in a particular nation, region, or continent.
Studying local history can provide new and alternative interpretations on
the different aspects of a nation’s history. Local history also facilitates a
historical narrative emanating from the people. Historians call this the history
from below. Ultimately, studying local history shall provide new provisions
and perspectives on the already established national history. What used to
be a generalizing narrative of the nation would start to recognize certain
nuances and uniqueness in the experience of people coming from different
localities in the nation. Thus, local history is not just aimed at opposing

the discourse in the national histories but is also a tool of enriching these
national narratives.

Doing local history, however, is not an easy task. Despite the seemingly
smaller scope of study, historians are often faced with challenges in locating
sources for local and specific objects of study. For example, it is much easier
to study the life of national heroes than that of a local hera;. Sources abound

tend to be scarce on local subjects:

i SEe 0 courage historians to innovate and
recreate l'ocal_ l‘ll.StOI‘lcal methodology. One important historical methodo}o&¥ -
ﬁq-local history is oral history. : ! s
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finition of oral history caused positivist historians or those who subscribe
definitl )

o the belief that history should be primarily based on written documents
to

iticize the methods of oral history. Memory is seen as something that
m:r:ﬂty and inaccurate. At best, positivist historians see oral accounts as
. fa . ' |
mere supplement to the history written from written documents.
m

However, one cannot discount the importance of ora! history in writing
the history of underprivileged sectors and communities like the urban poor
or indigenous peoples. These groups are usually left out on recort.is.‘ They
were undocumented because of their status. In these instances, it is the
task of the historian to search for alternative methods that will capture the

experience and collective pasts of these communities. Oral history plays this
role.

Local and oral history are important endeavors in the development
and enrichment in the discipline of history. These efforts fill the gaps in
the discipline by highlighting alternative areas of study and methodology
toward a more holistie, inclusive, and progressive study of our past.

Intei'ucﬁn
M

g with History through Historical Shrines and
Useums

We have
Sourceg availg
© €Xperienc
e CEIFl expe
Umg,

been discussing ways to study
ble to us. While researcl
es of the nation and o
rience history, and the

the past through variety of
1is a valuable tool to learn more about
ur history, there exists venues where
se are through historical shrines and
.;h;?se__YEnEles for living history provid
could impacet the
Such gg 4 World

€ us a certain level of authority
Way we view the past. Through
War II rifle or the clothes of a
ast beyond the mere letter and
A rectly is the next: .

LY

_ I.Oral history is important in the midst of scarcity I‘in written sources,

o] documents, and other material evidences. This method uses t':trgl_
istorien: f historical subjects, witnesses, members of the communities,

8 unmﬁie Oral history primarily relies on memory. The subject.or the

~ and e t-win recount his experiences to the researcher as he remembers
-'.:infﬂl'ma; r instances, the informant will relay what he learned from his

& . tz;sil‘ older members of the community to the historian. This natureand

© ances

articular event happenedorawhen =
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can do is to look for th

ke ' e cperiences make histor;
‘Thistorical i ge firsthand experiences maxe ica]
-8 historical personality lived. These firs ; i
events moi'épreal for 1'1}!;: and research shuwfs that learning by €Xperiencing
' ﬂidd with retention of the learning later in life.

Historical shrines and museums serve as portals to the past. Byt Ohe

must also take note that visiting a museum entails preparatlcfn. In the
course of your study, you are bound to visit one or two of these sites, OT}CG
you know what you will be visiting, it is essential to do a background reading
°n the place you will visit so that you may know what to expect and yq,
can situate the importance of the place you will be letmg, - Fhe Nationg]
historical narrative. For example, a visit to the Rizal Shrine in Calamb,,

Laguna, will be more enriching if you are able to do a little reading aboyt
Jose Rizal's early life,

Upon arriving in the historical shrine or museum, one thing that you

e historical marker. These markers put up by the
mmission of the Philippines (NHCP, or formerly
Institute or NHI) provide the basic details on what
historical. These markers ensure that the site where it
of historical and cultural value to the nation.

The instructor or professor
organize your visit to the shri

Nationa) Historical Co
National Historical
makes a certain site
i8 located is indeed,

» who handles your course and who will

ne or museum, should provide you with a
handout or a worksheet to accomplish while in the site, and maybe, he may

assign you to write a reflection paper that should represent your own critical

evaluation of the site. That is why it is important to spend time reading
the captions/texts accompanying th

e artifacts or exhibits on display. Some

rite the paper required by your instructor
or professor.

Shrines and museums are a ]ot mor
available technology. Take the chance ap
opportunities to experience hig

e interactive now, aided by the
d participate in these interactive- ';;-1
tory firsthand. Watch the videos, listen tothe
sounds, and enjoy the experience. This ig also a great chance to analyze the
artifacts since artifacts are also texts that aye open for reading, interpretatio®
criticism, and evaluation. 1
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y Life History.
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g FPRTTEEE Attach noopy
;ﬁ your antobiography,

& n K ﬁw“.mm" Interview, ldentily an oyewitness to certain histori
aventa N0 your own loculity (World War I M t"l n historical
3 Jovolutions hig typ! , Martinl Law, EDSA
v P ".'"""'""" relntod ealamities, among others). Devi
5 your own uestionnaire, interview the eyewitness and tran .'hwmﬁ
& inferview. ' geribe the
£

3 | ; . . ‘ . .

1 ¢, Shrine/Museum Vislt. Vinit n loenl historieal shrine or museum, Write
% : 1 pollection paper on the said vinit,
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